
Year 4
Victorians 1837—1901- Beyond 1066  History

Key Vocabulary

British 

Empire

A group of countries ruled by a 

monarch.  

Commonwea

lth

A group made up of the countries 

that used to be part of the British 

Empire for the benefit of all.    

Elementary 

education

The same as a primary school. 

Industrial 

revolution

Machines take the place of people 

and animals at work.

Inventions Creating something that has never 

been made before.

Police Responsible for the prevention and 

detection of crime.

Steamship/

steam train 

Ships and trains that were powered 

by steam.  Coal was burned to create 

heat to produce steam.  

Sticky Knowledge

➢ To know that Queen Victoria was Queen 
of the British Empire where British goods 
were sold

➢ To know that many important inventions 
took place during Victoria’s reign that 
shaped the modern world 

➢ To know that the police force was 
created during Victoria’s reign

➢ To know that a law was passed in 1891 so 
that ever child from 5-13 could go to 
school for a free education 

Timeline
Around 

1800

Start of the Industrial Revolution 

1819 Victoria born

1829 Police force invented in London.

1837 Victoria becomes Queen Victoria

1842 Queen Victoria first used the train to 

travel.

1891 Elementary Education Act.

1901 The British Empire was the largest the 

world had ever seen.  Queen Victoria was 

the head of the British Empire.

1901 Queen Victoria died.



Year 4
Elizabeth I – 1559 – 1603

Beyond 1066  

History

Key Vocabulary
Armada Spanish word for navy.  A fleet 

of warships.

Circumnavigate To sail or travel around 

something, especially the world.  

Colony A group of people who settle in 

a new place but still keep ties 

to their homeland.  

Courtier A person in attendance where 

the monarch is.  They could be 

an aide, an advisor or a 

companion.  

Knighted An award given by the queen 

for major, long term 

contribution to an activity.

Noble A person who has wealth and 

power.  

Succeeded The person who next takes the 

throne. The next King or 

Queen.  

Sticky Knowledge
➢ To know that Elizabethan society 

was made up of different social 
classes, determined by wealth 
and occupation

➢ To know that some nobility and 
gentry lived and travelled with 
Queen Elizabeth and were called 
courtiers

➢ To know that Sir Francis Drake 
was knighted by the Queen for 
his contribution to exploration

➢ To know that Sir Walter Raleigh, 
one of Elizabeth’s courtiers, 
discovered America

➢ To know that Elizabeth’s strength 
and power and successful 
explorations contributed greatly 
to British Empire- Elizabeth’s 
reign became the Golden Age of 
Discovery 

Timeline
1533 Elizabeth Tudor born

1540 Francis Drake born

1554 Walter Raleigh born

1558 Elizabeth became Queen

1577–

80

Francis Drake circumnavigates the world.

1578 Walter Raleigh set off to explore 

America.

1587 English attack on Caditz

1588 Spanish armada set sail to invade England.  

The Spanish were defeated.  

1603 Elizabeth died and was succeeded by 

James I.



Year 4
Henry VIII 1509- 1547

Beyond 1066

History

Key Vocabulary
Catholic Christians who believe in God.  

The Pope leads the religion.

Church of 

England

Christians who believe in God.  

The King or Queen of England 

heads the religion.

Divorced Formal ending of a marriage.

Executed Sentenced to death.

Heir Who will take a person’s 

property and rank when they 

die. 

Pope Head of the Roman Catholic 

Church

Protestant A Christian who believes in 

the Church of England 

religion. 

Sticky Knowledge

➢ To know that England was a Catholic 
country in 1509 when Henry VIII became 
King

➢ To know that Henry VIII married 
Catherine of Aragon (Spanish Princess)

➢ To know that Henry VIII broke away 
from the Pope and the Catholic church, in 
order to divorce his wife

➢ To know that Henry had a further five 
wives in his quest for a male Heir 

➢ To know that Henry VIII was succeeded 
by his son, Edward, who died at a young 
age

Timeline
1491 Henry Tudor  born

1509 Henry VIII becomes king

1509 Married Catherine of Aragon

1516 Mary Tudor born

1533 Married Anne Boleyn 

1533 Elizabeth Tudor born

1534 Act of Supremacy makes Henry VIII the 

Supreme Head of the Church of England

1536 Married Jane Seymour

1536 Monasteries Act.  Henry orders monasteries to 

be demolished.

1536 Pilgrimage of Grace.  The people revolt against 

Henry demolishing the monasteries.

1537 Edward Tudor born 

1540 Married Anne of Cleaves 

1540 Married Catherine Howard

1543 Married Catherine Parr

1547 Henry VII died from natural causes but he was 

in ill health.  

Pope Clement VII was the Pope when Henry 

VIII was King. 


