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Dear parent / carer,  

 

A massive thank you to you all for supporting your children to be involved in World Book Day 

2026!  The children and staff had a ball!  They thoroughly enjoyed dressing up and taking part in 

the activities that had been arranged.   The costumes worn by children were fantastic!   

All children were given a book funded by World Book Day.  We would like to give a big shout out 

to the Book Vault independent bookshop in Barnsley for supplying us with the books that the 

children received.  Visiting a book shop or a library with you child(ren) is a lovely way to build on 

their enthusiasm for books and reading following World Book Day.  It is also a great way to 

entertain them for an afternoon. 

Please remember that Red Noses are on sale in school currently.  We have a limited number of 

them to sell so it is a good idea to purchase one as soon as possible. Mrs Goulding and the 

School Council are selling them daily for £2.00. 

I hope you enjoy reading the rest of the weekly newsletter. 

  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y2 achieved the highest 

attendance of 98.3%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  



It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 



Red Nose Day @ Ladywood Primary  

 

Friday 20th March 2026 is Red Nose Day, children are welcome to wear red to school on this day 

or their comic relief related t-shirts. Perhaps children could design their own t-shirt at home?  

A donation of £1 to be made please on Friday 20th March.  

In class, we want to hear your best jokes. Share them with us, each class will choose a winning 

joke to share in our special mention assembly on Comic Relief day.  

Finally, we would like you all to design a red nose in class. A winner from each class will be 

chosen and then Mrs Hanson will submit the winning entries to the national Comic Relief 

competition for a chance to win £100 for the school.  

This year, red noses will be on sale from Wednesday 4th March during break times and are 

priced at £2.00.  

Awards 

 



 

 



 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have started our new topic of 'Monsters'. We have been reading the 

stories 'The Great Monster Hunt' and 'Kipper's Monster' where we have tried to guess what the 

monster is that has been hiding. In Maths, we have been trying to match up the numeral to the 

amount of objects.  

Next week, we will be reading the story of 'Where the Wild Things Are' and 'Morris, the 

Mankiest Monster'. We will be discussing the events of the story and talking about the 

characters. In Maths, we will be talking about positional language and trying to describe where 

objects are 

Reception 

This week in reception class we have started our new topic about Monsters and have been 

reading lots of stories about Monsters. 

In literacy, we have been reading "Morris the Mankiest Monster" and have been doing lots of 

talking about the events of the story and talking about different words that we could use to 

describe Morris. We have then drawn Morris and used our describing words to write words and 

short phrases about him. The children loved this story and came up with some brilliant ideas. 

In our number learning, we have been ordering numbers to 10 with the help of the 

Numberblocks and unifix cubes and using our reasoning skills to decide which numbers are 

more than other numbers. 



In our wider curriculum learning we read the book the "Colour Monster" and began to talk 

about our feelings. The children practised drawing faces to represent different feelings and 

made a monster collage to represent a feeling using the different colours from the story. 

On Thursday the children enjoyed World Book Day and looked fabulous in their costumes. They 

voted for a book that they would like to have read to them by one of the teachers and shared 

lots of stories with their friends. 

Have a lovely weekend 

Mrs Hopson and the EYFS Team. 

Year 1 

This week in Year One we have been egg spotter guides and explored different animals that 

hatch from odd looking eggs. We used our book ‘the odd egg’ to help us write lots of facts. 

In Maths, we added and subtracted from a teen number and then compared numbers using 

greater, less than and equal to. 

In History, we have been further exploring David Attenborough and how to look after the planet. 

We read a special book about plastic in the ocean and discussed how we can reduce waste.  

In PE, we have been using our hands to control the ball when playing basketball.  

We also really enjoyed our World Book Day and it was wonderful to spend time discussing our 

favourite books and dressing up! 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

Year 2 

Year 2 have had another fantastic week of learning and have continued to show great 

enthusiasm and focus in all areas of the curriculum. 

In Reading, we have been learning about India and its location in the world. The children have 

explored where India is on a map and begun learning key facts about the country. They are 

developing their understanding of different places around the world and building their 

geographical knowledge. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


In Writing, we have begun writing our own instructions, ensuring we include clear titles, 

subheadings, conjunctions and bossy verbs. The children are working hard to make their 

instructions easy to follow and well organised. 

In Maths, we have been applying our skills in finding the difference to word problems, using ten 

frames to support our   understanding and reasoning. 

In History, we have continued learning about Florence Nightingale, focusing on her trip to 

Scutari Hospital and the horrendous   conditions she witnessed there. The children were 

thoughtful and reflective in their discussions. 

In PE, we have added aiming and shooting to our passing and pivoting skills. In Art, we have 

been learning about shading to   recognise facial features, beginning with carefully drawing an 

eye. 

We also thoroughly enjoyed World Book Day, the children looked amazing in their costumes and 

loved visiting another teacher to hear an exciting new story. 

Next week, we will answer retrieval questions about India, explore more examples of 

instructions and read a story about a   disgusting sandwich to inspire us to write our own. In Art, 

we will begin defining the proportions of the face. 

Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have thought of and discussed effective words and phrases when 

writing a setting description of a tea plantation.  

In maths, we have practised our addition skills and we have been adjusting and redistributing 

when adding numbers to make it easier to find the total.  

We have enjoyed celebrating World Book Day this week and we have participated in a variety of 

exciting activities in school including signing up for a story and inventing our very own book 

characters! 

In history this week, we have learned all about what happened in The Oaks Mining Disaster, 

including the two possible explanations for what caused the first explosion.   

We also practised a cross stitch in our D.T. lesson and we looked at what happens at a carnival in 

French.     

In science, we investigated fruits with different seeds and in P.E. we continued with football and 

athletics. Please ensure children have their P.E. kits in school every Thursday and Friday, 

including outdoor trainers. As the weather is improving, we will try to get outside when we can 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


but if children do not have sensible footwear then they will be unable to participate in our 

lessons due to safety concerns.  

In R.E. we have continued to study the Easter story, discussing and answering questions about 

the key parts of the story and in music we practised our new song about a dragon named Lesley.  

In PD, we discussed conflict and how people often have different opinions about various issues. 

We also talked about how conflicts can be resolved.  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have been writing our own independent adventure stories where we are 

sent to an alternate realm. We then edited them. Next week we will be starting to look at diary 

entries and there structures.  

In maths we have been multiplying by 10 and we will continue this next week. 

In the wider curriculum we have enjoyed World Book Day and continued to work on passing and 

dribbling in basketball as well as starting our unit of swimming. We have continued to look at 

the Buddhism religion in RE and the Spanish Armada in history. In science we have continued 

the unit of sound. Next week we will begin our art topic and start our unit of football.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


 

1 - Swimming for Y4 children starts on Monday 2nd March 2026, timetable is attached. Please ensure your child/ren bring their 
swimming bag, costume and towel every Monday.  

Year 5 

In English, we continue our topic on science fiction by identifying the key features of a short 

science fiction narrative. We then explored the opening of a science fiction story and identified 

normal details, and early clues that something is wrong. We used this to help us write the 

opening few sentences to a science fiction story, including an ordinary place with one strange 

detail. Next week, we will identify how an author shows a character ’s feelings through actions. 

In Maths, we continued our work on multiplication by multiplying a two-digit number by a 

single-digit number using partitioning. Next, we applied this to the expanded multiplication 

method and then to the short multiplication method. We will continue to work on this next 

week by regrouping the ones to tens and the tens to hundreds. 

In topic, we discovered more about Jorvik and the archaeological dig at Coppergate. We found 

out about some of the fascinating finds and how important these were when finding out about 

Viking homes and craftspeople. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


Year 6 

Year 6 have had another busy and engaging week of learning across the curriculum. 

In English, we have continued developing our journalistic writing skills. The children explored 

how different viewpoints can shape a narrative by considering key witnesses and their 

perspectives. They also practised using direct and reported speech, relative clauses, and modal 

verbs to add precision and professionalism to their writing. Towards the end of the week, we 

looked at how active and passive voice can be used for effect and formality in newspaper-style 

writing. 

In Maths, we continued working with fractions, focusing on adding and subtracting related unit 

fractions before moving on to more challenging problems involving non-unit fractions and 

different denominators. The children showed great perseverance and developing confidence 

when tackling these problems. 

In Science, we learned more about the human circulatory system, identifying the components 

of blood and their important roles in the body. We also explored the differences between blood 

vessels, creating labelled diagrams to support our understanding. 

Thursday was World Book Day, and it was fantastic to see everyone making such a brilliant effort 

with their costumes. The children looked amazing and thoroughly enjoyed celebrating their love 

of reading through a range of fun activities throughout the day. 

Alongside this, the children continued their learning in Music, French, Computing, and PE, as 

well as taking part in our regular Mastering Number and Whole Class Reading sessions. 

Well done, Year 6, for another excellent week of hard work and enthusiasm! 

 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


 

2 - You're invited!  

Y6 SATS parents meeting takes place on Tuesday 10th March 3.15pm. Please follow the link to confirm your attendance: 

Y6 SATS parents meeting  – Fill out form 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

https://forms.office.com/e/VNBFQ2x2US
mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

3 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

20/03/2026  - Red Nose Day 

13/03/2026 9.00am  - Toilet Training Coffee Morning  

25/03/2026  - Parents Evening  

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

17/07/2026  - Ladywood's Summer Fayre  

17/07/2026  - Last day of term  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 



Barnsley Schools Catering  

 

 

 



Community Notice Board  

 

     VIP Matchday Experience – Amazing Opportunity Barnsley Football Club !      

  

A fantastic opportunity for pupils / children who receive Free School Meals. 

Ex-Barnsley professional footballer Bruce Dyer has been given access to a VIP Box for the 

Barnsley FC vs Wigan Athletic match on 17th  March, and we’re giving young people the chance 

to be part of this incredible experience! 

🎟 What’s included: 

 • VIP Box access at Barnsley Football Club  • Watch Barnsley vs Wigan Athletic live  • Matchday 

meal included  • A special group experience for 10 children 

How to enter: 

Simply register your child for the Love Life Up & Coming Football and Sports Easter Camp. 



    If your child receives Free School Meals, their name will automatically be entered into a 

prize draw. 

       Names will be drawn from a hat, and the winning children and parents will be contacted 

directly to arrange the VIP experience. 

         Scan the QR code on the flyer or use the booking link to register. 

https://eequ.org/book/love-life-football-sports-club-with-love-life-uk-outreach-21133 

We look forward to seeing you at Easter camp and good luck to everyone entering! 

We like to thank Smart Door Solutions Ltd  for sponsoring this opportunity to give kids a VIP 

experience.  

This camp is funded by Barnsley Council  

PS. ONLY kids who receive FREE school meals in Barnsley are eligible to draw. All kids can 

register for the camp. 

 

 

https://eequ.org/book/love-life-football-sports-club-with-love-life-uk-outreach-21133


 

4 - Playworks Shafton will be open for Easter holiday club, they have free funded places through Healthy holidays for eligible 
children.  Please scan the QR code to book a place. They have lots of exciting activities and trips booked for Easter! To discuss this 

further they can be contacted on 07999000829. 
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