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Dear Parents and Carers, 

This week please take note of the following information and reminders. 

 

February half term holiday and INSET Day 

Today we break up for our February half term holiday.  The children will return to school on 

Tuesday 25 February 2025 due to a staff training day with our Trust colleagues on the Monday 

of that week. 

  

Jewellery and PE 

Sadly some children are beginning to wear jewellery to school.  Our policies clearly state that 

jewellery must not be worn to school with the exception of small stud earrings.  This is for 

Health and Safety reasons, unavoidable accidents can happen if children are running around at 

play and lunch times whilst wearing jewellery.  Earrings must be removed on PE days or covered 

by tape which parents/carers must provide along with PE kits on the PE days for your 

child(ren)’s class.  Staff will not remove jewellery for your child. 

  

Online Safety continued support for Parents/Carers 

Thank you to those parents/carers who attended the Online Safety workshop on Wednesday 

this week.  We hope you found it useful.  As I am sure you will agree online safety is a worry for 

all parents.  As a school we see the negative effects of; children’s exposure to content through 

gaming which is too old for them, tiredness as children have been using screens late and for 

lengthy periods, difficulties with social situations and communication as children are not 

interacting on a personal level and overstimulation due to advanced graphics.  It is our belief 

that we need to work together to support our children.   

As a direct result we will be introducing an Online Pledge with the children during assembly on 

Wednesday 26th February to support them to stay safe while using the internet.  At 3pm on 

Wednesday 26th February Mrs Lasssu will be holding a Parent ’s Meeting in the school hall to 

introduce and share Ladywood’s Online Pledge with family members so that we are all 

supporting our children in the same way.  We look forward to seeing you at the meeting so that 

we can begin our ‘Home/School’ approach to ensuring our children get the best from the 

internet but avoid the negative aspects of technology.  



In addition we will be sharing information with parents every half term to support you to ensure 

your child is safe online.  A poster from the National Online Safety group ‘What Parents and 

Carers need to know about Social Media and Mental Health,’ is attached to this newsletter for 

you to read.  These posters are extremely useful. 

I hope you all have a very happy and enjoyable half term holiday. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 98.3%. WELL DONE! 



Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark. Absences, whether authorised or unauthorised will bring your 

child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 



 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

Youth Club  

Youth Club is available for children to access daily 3.15pm-5.00pm and each session costs £5.00. 

Youth Club is available for KS1 & KS2 children. Please contact the school office or book via the 

app if you wish for your child/ren to attend. Please note if the uptake of this is low, this club 

could close at the end of next term.  

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge. After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Football (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Benchball/Basketball/Dodgeball  (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  



Awards 

 

 



 

 

World Book Day  - Thursday 6th March 2025 

World Book Day will take place on Thursday 6th March. Our hard working school council have 

been busy organising our school events. For World Book Day, children can come to school 

wearing their Pyjamas for "snuggle and read" sessions. Children will be asked to bring their 

favourite book into school in order to share their recommendation with their peers.  

We will be doing art work based on our favourite books and characters in order to inform others 

of our top reads.  

Parents will also be invited into school at the end of the day to share books and stories with the 

children. Further details will be sent out nearer to the time.  



A big thank you to our school council who do a tremendous job at organising our events. We 

always enjoy our World Book Day!  

 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been exploring magnets by working out what items in our class 

are magnetic and what items are not magnetic. We have really enjoyed this. In Maths, we have 

been exploring and describing 2D shapes. 

After the holidays, we will be starting our new topic of 'Dragons, Knights and Castles'. We will be 

reading the story of 'The Egg' to start our new topic. In Maths, we will be practising our careful 

counting and trying to match the numeral to the amount. We will also be creating our own 

model dragons out of different resources. 

Please remember, library books are due back on or before Mondays so a new book can be taken 

home on Mondays. Homework books are due back on or before Thursdays so they can be sent 

back on Thursdays. If you have lost your book or have an issue with one of these, please see a 

member of staff. Thank you 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


Reception 

This week we have been researching further the festival, Chinese New Year. We have been 

discussing the similarities between this festival and our own celebrations. We have used our 

own pictures and captions to record our work.  

In our "Talk Through Story" sessions we have been reading, "The Koala Who Could". This is 

about a little Koala who discovers the joy of trying new things. This has led to a super discussion 

around feelings and emotions and how at times we all need to be brave. I am always very 

impressed as to how well the children participate in class discussions with a super use of 

vocabulary.  

In our Mathematics we have been exploring 2D shapes. We have been talking about their 

properties and have enjoyed being "shape detectives". We have have used 2D shapes to create 

our own pictures.  

Well done Reception children for working so hard all half term. I am so proud of you all and the 

fabulous progress you have made.  

Have a super half term!  

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff 

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

Another busy half term in Year 1. The children have made lots of progress this half term and 

have produced some brilliant work. We have been busy working on our writing and building 

sentences with each other. The children loved reading "Beegu" and have had some fun creating 

their own aliens to tell a story.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


There has been some wow work in maths this half term. We have been growing our confidence 

in adding and subtracting numbers within 10.  

Children have explored weather patterns in Geography and have learned why we have day and 

night. 

In RE we have been looking at our wonderful world and the creation story.  

After half term, we will be celebrating World Book Day and enjoying a workshop at the Barnsley 

Museum based on our History learning about Toys – old and new.  

We hope you all have a safe and restful half term. A reminder that there is an INSET day for 

children on Monday 24th February.  

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson  

Year 2 

This week we have been looking at adding and taking away 10 from 2 digit numbers and looking 

at number patterns to help us. We have collected all the information we need for our big write 

reports about the Minpins and have completed our half termly History, Geography and Science 

assessments. After the holidays we will be exploring multiplication patterns in Maths and 

looking at a story about "The Great Fire of London", we will also be completing our final pieces 

in Art.  

Polite notice: Please could ask parents that for safeguarding reasons they avoid looking through 

the windows into the Year 2 classroom, this has often happened when children are getting 

changed from PE and as you can appreciate this needs to be a safeguarded time for the children. 

Thank you for you co-operation. 

Year 3 

In English, we have written our instructions for how to make a snozzcumber cake. We have 

included imperative verbs and adverbs in our writing and we have also practised some of the 

Year 3 spelling rules, such as ‘ture.’  

In maths, we have continued to focus on measurement and we have solved mathematical 

problems related to this too.  

In science, we have learned about the reproductive parts of a plant and the function of the 

flower. In Personal Development, we have discussed what it takes to be a good friend and in P.E, 

we have concluded our unit on Dance by putting different movements into a sequence.   

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


In R.E., we have continued to learn about Sikhism and the specific places that are special to 

Sikhs. In art, we were very excited to be architects and design our own buildings and in music 

we have reached the end of our current unit and we performed our class song.  

Thank you for your continued support and we hope you all have a well-earned rest over the 

half-term holiday.  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy 

 

1 - Year 3 swimming sessions start next term, see dates and times attached.  

Year 4 

This week, the children have been writing their own mystical stories based on "Cinnamon", 

focusing on using speech, correct punctuation, noun phrases, and sentences   with 

subordinating conjunctions. 

Next term, we will begin a new book: "Odd and the Frost Giants", by the same author, Neil 

Gaiman. 

In Maths, we have been learning about factors, multiplicative structures, and representations. 

The children have also learned some new concepts, including commutativity and the 

distributive law. Next, we will use our knowledge of the distributive law to solve two-part 

addition problems. 

In French, the children have continued to learn about the parts of the face and have been 

creating their own aliens. They have also been writing sentences in French to describe their 

aliens, practising new vocabulary and sentence structures. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


In History, we have studied the Spanish Armada, and the children have now finished their topic 

on Queen Elizabeth I. Next term, we will be making clay pots in Design Technology. 

Year 5 

In English, we planned our own tense nightmare sequences and began to write our first drafts 

this week. We used the same sequence as in Fliss’s dream and included some of the key 

features covered in this unit. We included short sentences to build suspense, and figurative 

language through personification, similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia. Next we will edit and 

publish our work. 

In Whole Class Read, we looked at more ‘Real Life Mysteries’ and had some great discussions 

about ‘Monsters of the deep’. We studied the case files from key witnesses and even watched a 

video clip so we could hear the key witnesses describe what they saw. 

In Maths, we started a new unit on short multiplication and division. We used ‘Braining Camp’ 

on the iPads to use place value counters to make arrays and Base 10 blocks to partition 2-digit 

numbers when multiplying them by a single digit number. Next, we will begin to use expanded 

and short multiplication to multiply 2-digit numbers by single digit numbers. 

In Geography, we continued to look at depositional and erosional features and identified these 

on maps. Next, we identified the human and physical features of a coastal town and discussed 

some of the ways that these can be protected from erosion of the sea. After half term, we will 

look at how beaches are formed and look at how erosion can impact coastal towns and villages. 

We hope you all have a lovely half term break and want to thank you for your continued 

support. 

Year 6 

Another busy week in year 6 where we have been looking at dividing larger numbers and 

looking at converting fractions decimals and percentages. In English we have written, edited and 

published our non-chronological beasts. In the wider curriculum we have been researching 

deserts of the world to create fact files. 

Children have taken home spelling sheets from the last 5 years SATs spellings which they will 

need to practise as these rules will most likely come up in May. Improving spelling scores could 

be the difference between passing the Y6 GPS SAT at an expected level or being working 

towards.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


We cannot stress how important it is for the children to learn these spellings over the 

holidays.  

Boosters will continue after the holidays and it is useful for all children to attend these as we 

have teachers giving expert advice on specific areas of the curriculum that has already been 

covered in year 6 and may have been forgotten. Arithmetic will have a key focus after the 

holidays which is an easy practise at home so it would be lovely if you could do some of this in 

any spare time. 

Well done to the children who got their treat on Thursday for having reading diaries in and 

signed on a daily basis. 

Have a really great break ready for a really busy and challenging half term where we will be 

continuing our preparations for the SAT's in the second week of May. 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

Useful dates  

14/02/2025  - Young Voices  

14/02/2025 - Last day of term  

24/02/2025  - Inset day, school closed to children  

26/02/2025 3.00pm  - Parents meeting to share our "online pledge"  

03/03/2025  - Y3 Swimming sessions start 

06/03/2025  - World Book Day  

21/03/2025  - Red Nose Day 

08/05/2025  - VE Day 80th Menu  

18/06/2025  - International Picnic Day  

21/05/2025 - Class photos 

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


25/06/2025 - KS2 Music Festival The Metrodome Arena (Parents welcome to attend £5 tickets 

available to purchase on the day) 

Week commencing 14/07/2025  - Y6 Bikeability (more information to follow) 

21/07/2025  - Fun Fair Picnic Day  

 

2 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 

Community Notice Board 

 

3 - One of the college football partners, 4G1 Football Academy are offering a free session for children aged 6-11 at the college 
every wednesday 4.30-5.30. A number of the teaching staff are involved in the Football Academy and over the last 10 years 4G1 
have supported grassroots clubs and players with their development. Parents can register for the session by clicking on the link 

https://forms.office.com/e/ANd9GGfTVp 

https://forms.office.com/e/ANd9GGfTVp
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