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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Happy New Year to everyone.  I hope you all had a fantastic Christmas break with your families 

and loved ones. 

Apologies for welcoming the children back to school late this week.  The snow on Monday was 

not a surprise and, as many of you know, I will not close the school unless it is absolutely 

necessary.  In over 20 years of Headship at Ladywood I have only closed the school a couple of 

times due to snow.  That said I do have to consider Health and Safety. On Monday I was waiting 

until after 7.30am to hear from Barnsley Catering regarding school meals and there were no 

buses running so, I had no option but to close the school.  I am sorry if this caused working 

parents/carers any inconvenience.  

It was great to welcome the children and staff back to school on Tuesday.  Miss Barnes started in 

Year 2 to replace Mrs Marsden who left Ladywood at Christmas.  It has been an usual week as 

the children have not been able to go outside to play due the ice until today.  It is hard for the 

children when they do not get a break from the classroom but they have been amazing.  We 

even had special visitors in school on Wednesday and Thursday who complemented the school 

for being calm and purposeful.  Well done boys and girls!  Thankfully Mr Yates managed to clear 

one playground yesterday evening and today we have staggered playtimes and lunchtimes to 

allow the children sometime outdoors. 

This week in assembly we have been learning about Elvis Presley as it would have been his 90th 

birthday on Wednesday 8th January 2025.  We have enjoyed listening to some of his music and 

will continue to share more of Elvis’ hits in assemblies during January as he is our musician of 

the month. Today we had a fabulous special mentions assembly sharing our star children of the 

week.  All the children have been a credit to the school this week but unfortunately we could 

not give them all certificates – thank you boys and girls for all being Ladywood Superstars.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 



Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week of term, Nursery achieved the 

highest attendance of 98.3%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark. Absences, whether authorised or unauthorised will bring your 

child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 



 

Safeguarding  

 

1 - Talkie app - not suitable for children  

We have been given information that there is a new app some children are using. The app uses AI technology and allows 
children to chat to characters.  

The conversations generated by the AI characters are extremely inappropriate for children.  

Please check your child's devices and remove this app if they have it.    



 

2 - Connecting with Peers Online Parent Workshop available in school on 12/02/2025 2.00pm -3.00pm. If you would like to 
attend, please follow the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/e/NhSE3Y98e4  

Awards 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/NhSE3Y98e4


 

 



 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

Youth Club  

Youth Club is available daily from 3.15pm to 5.00pm for children aged 5 years and over and the 

cost of this is £5.00 per session. Sessions can be booked via the school gateway app. If we see 

that many places are not being booked moving forward, this club will close.  

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for this term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge. After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Sports Club (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Benchball/Dodgeball (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  



Free School Meals  

Each term we encourage Reception, Class 1 and Class 2 to try our school lunches. Next Thursday, 

16th January 2025 each pupil in these classes will be offered a free school meal. The choice on 

this day is the following: 

• Traditional all day breakfast  

• Hearty breakfast  

• Jacket Potato with a choice of Cheese, Beans, Coleslaw or Tuna Mayonnaise  

Please encourage your child to try one of our delicious school dinners but children are still 

welcome to bring their own packed lunch if they wish to do so.  

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have started our new topic of 'Houses and Homes'. We have read the 

story of 'Peace at Last' where we were discussing the different places Mr Bear tries to sleep. We 

compared this to where we sleep at home. In Maths, we have been practising our careful 

counting and trying to find numbers in our environment. 

Next week, we will be reading the story of "Iggy Peck Architect" and will be designing our own 

houses. We will also begin to look at different houses around the world and compare these to 

where we live. In Maths, we will be looking at the different ways in which we can represent 

numbers by using our fingers and making marks on paper. 

Reception 

Happy New Year to you all and welcome to Spring Term! It is great to see all the children back 

and we have had lots of news to talk about and share.  

This week we have been reading "Lost and Found" by Oliver Jeffers. This is a great story about a 

little boy and a penguin who become good friends. Children have been using the new 

vocabulary when talking about the key events and the feelings of the characters. We have been 

using our own pictures and words to re-tell the different events.  

In our topic sessions we have been talking about Winter and the seasonal changes that take 

place. We have been talking about the things that we enjoy doing and also the ways in which 

we can stay safe and warm.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


In our Mathematics we have been practising our subitising skills (the ability to look at a small 

number of objects and recognise how many there are without needing to count). We have been 

using a variety of resources to develop our subitising abilities.  

Everyone has made a great start in their new RWInc groups. Please continue to read daily the 

books that are sent home and then return these to school each morning. Daily reading at school 

and at home has an enormous impact on confidence and fluency in reading.  

A big thank you for all your support. Wishing you all a very enjoyable weekend.  

Mrs McQuillan & Reception staff.  

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

A lovely welcome back to the children who have returned to school so well this week! It ’s been 

a short and busy week with lots of snow and ice chaos around us but Year One have been 

amazing!  

A polite reminder that PE days are still on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We won’t be going outside 

in the cold weather therefore use the hall.  

It’s really important that your children are coming with a book bag to school. We can’t swap 

children’s reading books or send books home with them without their bag.  

We have been fascinated by odd eggs this week and children have been learning where some 

odd-looking eggs come from and what young they hatch.  

In Science, we started looking at everyday materials and identified some objects around us and 

named what material they were made from. 

Have a lovely weekend all,  

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Year 2 

This week we have been learning to add and subtract numbers within 10, we have collected 

examples of nouns and adjectives and began to learn about the great fire of London: Looking at 

the difference between London back then and London in the modern day. 

Next week we will be learning about adding and subtracting bridging 10, using our collected 

expanded noun phrases to write a setting description and exploring mechanisms in DT.  

Year 3 

We have made an excellent start to the new term despite the freezing cold weather outside! In 

literacy, we have started to read "The BFG" book by Roald Dahl and we have begun to describe 

some  of the giants from the story. We have also used the possessive apostrophe whilst writing 

too.  

In maths, we have practised adding and subtracting ones to three-digit numbers using the 

partitioning method to make it more simple to solve the calculations.  

In computing, we have learned about animation and we have used motion to create our own 

animations. In geography, we have located and labelled the European countries and in art we 

have started to look at famous buildings and discuss which ones are our favourite. In R.E., we 

have learned about the features of a Mosque and in P.E. we have practised our dodgeball and 

dance skills.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy 

Year 4 

A fantastic and interesting first week back where we have been looking at finding how to know 

if a 4-digit number is a multiple of 3 or 6 quickly and efficiently. Next week, we will be moving 

onto our 9 times table and practising this.  

In English, we have been writing our own stories and remembering to put commas in after a 

fronted adverbial.  

In the wider curriculum we were practising aiming in dodgeball and we have looked at some 

mountains of the UK in geography.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


Could you please ask your children if they can remember the names and heights of the largest 

mountains in each of the United Kingdom countries? 

In RE, we have looked at the prophet Mohammed and his significance as Allah's final messenger 

and in PD we have looked at how we solve conflicts we may have with our peers.  

A quick reminder we do have swimming on Monday (13th) and have been given an extra slot on 

the 20th January due to the fact we missed Monday's session. 

Year 5 

Welcome back and we hope you all had a lovely Christmas! 

The children have made a great start to the new term; they have all settled well and have 

worked really hard this week. 

In English, we published our setting descriptions, which described ‘The Tempest’. We then 

began reading our new class novel ‘Room 13’ and looked at how the author, Robert Swindells, 

builds tension and suspense. Next, we used these techniques in our own piece of writing about 

a mysterious house and enjoyed sharing these with the class. 

In Whole Class Read, we focused on the first chapter of Room 13 and discussed the theme of 

nightmares. We also made predictions and identified the main problem that the children faced 

on their school trip to Whitby. 

In Maths, we started a new unit on negative numbers. We began by interpreting numbers 

greater than and less than zero in different contexts. We then explained how the value of a 

number relates to its position from zero and placed negative numbers on a number line. 

In History, we continued our work on Romans and found out about Boudica’s rebellion against 

the Roman rule. We discovered that those who made peace became client rulers and paid 

money to the Romans; however, Boudica became fed up with the Roman rule and started a 

rebellion. She then destroyed Roman towns and was eventually defeated by the Romans, who 

used clever tactics. Next week, we will learn about the buildings and towns of Roman Britain. 

Year 6 

Welcome back, we hope you've all had a lovely Christmas break and wish you a happy New 

Year! 

In whole class read and English, we have started working on a new text called "Holes" by Louis 

Sachar. We are enjoying reading this so far and are eager to find out more in the next coming 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


weeks. In English, we are working towards writing a narrative setting description about a place 

in the text called Camp Green Lake. In the next couple of weeks, we will also write an historical 

setting description about the same place before it changed. We have explored the features of a 

narrative setting description and then started to practise some of the skills such as expanded 

noun phrases, figurative language and sensory details. We will continue with this next week 

before having a go at writing our first draft.  

In Maths, we have been exploring rounding seven-digit numbers to the nearest one million and 

power of 10. We found this a little tricky so we will need to keep practising rounding numbers 

next week. We have also been exploring the most efficient methods to use when completing 

questions whether this be mentally or using written methods. During the afternoons, we have 

also been exploring equivalent fractions to help boost us ready for SATs. We will continue with 

this next week. 

In Science, we have started a new unit focusing on Light. This week, we have been identify 

sources of light and understand that sources of light emit their own light. Next week, we will 

identify and describe materials that are opaque, transparent and translucent – comparing the 

amount of light that is able to pass through. 

Have a great weekend, 

Mrs Bradbury and Miss Goulding  

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

Useful dates  

15/01/2025  - Closing date for Primary school applications  

27/01/2025  - Y5 Cober Hill Residential  

12/02/2025  - Parent Workshop 2.00pm-3.00pm  

14/02/2025  - Young Voices  

21/05/2025 - Class photos 

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


25/06/2025 - KS2 Music Festival The Metrodome Arena (Parents welcome to attend £5 tickets 

available to purchase on the day) 

 

3 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 

Community Notice Board 
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