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Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

Welcome to the final newsletter of 2024!   

This term has been a long, busy one which has concluded with all our Christmas events.  The 

fantastic Christmas Performances ended on Monday with the EYFS Nativities.  I am sure you will 

all agree the children from EYFS to Year 6 shone brightly in their productions.  We hope you all 

enjoyed watching as much as the children enjoyed taking part. 

All the children in school had a brilliant day on Wednesday with the EYFS pupils dancing and 

playing games at their parties and the children in KS1 and KS2 going to the theatre to watch 

‘Sleeping Beauty.’  The children’s excitement and joy was evident on their smiling faces in the 

EYFS parties and by older pupils’ enthusiasm for the pantomime on their return from the 

theatre.   

We all, even George, enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner on Thursday whilst listening to our 

favourite festive songs.  A big thank you to the kitchen staff for feeding us all, to Mrs Hodgson 

for arranging special hats for us to wear and to Mrs Norman and Mrs Roystone for making the 

hall tables festive.   

Today we have ended the term with an assembly about Mother Teresa and her work to support 

others.  In a world when we can become greedy and obsessed by material things, we learnt 

about one of Mother Teresa’s famous quotes, ‘It’s not how much we give, it’s how much love 

we put into giving,’ and how this applies to Christmas.  We also enjoyed singing and silliness as 

we sang Christmas songs and the staff did actions to the 12 days of Christmas.  

  

I would like to thank all the staff and children for all their hard work this term and all the 

parents for their support.  Now is the time to relax and enjoy some quality family time.  Happy 

Christmas, have fun and we will see you all in 2025! 

  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 



 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Year 6 achieved the highest 

attendance of 97.3%. WELL DONE! 

 

Attendance Awards  

• Well done to all of our children who have achieved their bronze attendance award! 

Certificates have been issued in class today, please check your child/ren's book bags. 

Above 96% bronze attendance awards are from September 2024-December 2024! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark. Absences, whether authorised or unauthorised will bring your 

child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  



Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 



 

 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  



 

Youth Club  

Youth Club will re-start in the New Year and is available daily from 3.15pm to 5.00pm for 

children aged 5 years and over and the cost of this is £5.00 per session. Sessions can be booked 

via the school gateway app. If we see that many places are not being booked this term moving 

forward, this club will close.  

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge. After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Sports Club (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Benchball/Dodgeball (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

Nursery 

This week in Nursery has been a busy one. On Monday we had our Christmas performance 

where we sang beautifully and tried our hardest with our actions. Well done Nursery! We also 

had our Christmas Party where we had a surprise dropped off by Santa and some reindeer 

dancing in our school. We have also enjoyed wearing our Christmas jumpers and talking about 

what we were wearing. 

After the holidays, we will be talking about the celebration of New Years Eve. We will also start 

our new topic of 'Houses and Homes. 

Have a lovely Christmas Break, you have all worked so hard this Term. Love Miss Wilding! 

Reception 

We started our week with a fabulous Nativity performance. The children did extremely well with 

their singing, narrating and dancing when performing, "The Wriggly Nativity". We were all very 

proud of the children for performing so well.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


We enjoyed wearing our party clothes on Wednesday for the Christmas EYFS party. We had fun 

playing lots of games and enjoyed our party food. A big thank you to all our families for your 

contributions towards the party.  

We have been reading more stories from our Christmas collection. We have enjoyed talking 

about the stories in our words. We have also been giving our own opinions by saying which 

story we like the best and why. The children are becoming very confident when talking about 

stories and always enjoy giving their own opinions.  

We have been singing Christmas counting songs to further extend our knowledge on 1 more 

and 1 less. 

Our advent calendar is used everyday to countdown the days to Christmas. Not long now!  

Well done Reception children for a wonderful Christmas week in school.  

Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and very best wishes for 2025.  

Love Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff! 

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

What a lovely last week in Year One.  

It has been such a long term for our children but they have worked so hard! I am so proud of 

how well they have settled in to Year One!  

We have had a great week completing some festive writing, Christmassy PE and had so much 

fun at the Pantomime!  

Thank you for all your support this term and we hope you have a safe and happy Christmas! 

Take care and see you all in the New Year! 

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Year 2 

What a busy and exciting term it's been in Year 2! All the adults working in Year 2 are incredibly 

proud of the children and everything they have achieved since September. They have grown in 

confidence, resilience, and independence every day. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you for all your support throughout the 

autumn term. Your encouragement makes such a difference to the children. A special thank you 

also goes to everyone who supported us in recent weeks during our nativity performances. The 

children were truly amazing, and I’m sure you’ll agree they did a fantastic job! 

I am sad to be leaving Year 2, as it has been such a pleasure to see the children grow and shine, 

but I know they will continue to work hard, aim high, and make the school proud as they head 

into the new year. As we head into the Christmas holidays, I hope you all enjoy a well-deserved 

rest and enjoy special moments with family and friends. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.  

Warm wishes, Mrs Marsden.  

Year 3 

This week we have enjoyed going to see "The Sleeping Beauty" Pantomime at The Lamproom 

Theatre. We were very well-behaved during the visit and we were so excited to see the show 

and the actors said we were the best audience they had ever had! 

In literacy this week, we have finished off our independent writing task where we had to write 

in role as an evacuee. We also completed a book review of our ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ book 

by Shirley Hughes. Most of us gave the book 5 stars as we have really enjoyed learning even 

more about what life was like for evacuees during WW2.  

In maths, we have practised adding and subtracting tens from multiples of 100. We have used 

the number facts we already know to help us to do this. We also had a go at solving word 

problems involving this skill too.  

In history, we have discussed the key events in WW2 and why the war ended. We are sad to see 

this topic come to an end but we have learned so much about it! In D.T. we have designed a 

healthy pancake that we will make in school after the Christmas holidays. In PD we looked at 

resolving conflict and had to explain what we would do in some situations. In French, we put 

numbers, days and months together to learn how to write the date and in science we looked at 

different pictures of fossils and organised them into groups. We learnt why fossils are so 

important. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


On Friday we will be having a Christmas craft afternoon in Year 3, making lots of exciting 

Christmas crafts and listening to Christmas music.  

Thank you for all the cards and gifts and we hope you all have a lovely Christmas break.  

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy.  

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have continued our writing of the Iron Man, finally finishing our version 

of it. After the holidays, we will be writing our own suspense story. In maths we have looked at 

the relationships between the 3s and 6 timetables and how the are half or double of each other. 

We will move onto looking at recognising higher multiples of these when we come back by 

using our knowledge. 

In the wider curriculum, we have made our calendars using paints and visited the theatre to 

watch the amazing "Sleeping Beauty".  We also completed a quiz of all the topics we have 

studied in term 1. We have also been practising our sewing ready to sew our bags together as 

well as deciding on the best fastening. 

After Christmas, we will move onto looking at mountains of the UK and the world in geography 

and Queen Elizabeth in history.  

We will be also working extremely hard on our timetables completing many soundchecks on TT 

Rockstars so it will be highly beneficial for your children to continue to use this app over the 

break.  

Well done with all your hard work so far on the tables and we are looking forward to seeing the 

improvements continue as we move through the year.  

Have a really great Christmas and a happy New Year ready for lots more hard work in term two 

and three of year 4. 

Mr Bowering and Miss Ducker 

Year 5 

We’ve had a busy and exciting end to the term. The children have been a delight to teach and 

we are very proud of their hard work and achievements. We hope you all enjoyed our Christmas 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


performances last week, the children have worked really hard and we are so proud of their 

resilience and effort. 

In English this week, we continued our work on ‘The Tempest’ and wrote a setting description 

of the storm. We included similes, personification and used sensory details to add to our 

descriptions. After Christmas, we will begin our new book ‘Room 13’ and will read this leading 

up to our residential to Cober Hill and will continue to read it whilst there. We will find out 

about some of the key areas of interest of Whitby and discover what is really hiding in Room 13. 

In Maths, we continued our work on money and used the most efficient strategies when 

subtracting quantities of money. We also applied our knowledge of addition and subtraction to 

finding change when purchasing several items. After Christmas, we will begin a new unit on 

negative numbers. 

In our topic sessions, we added the final touches to our Christmas cards and calendars and the 

children are looking forward to sharing them with you. 

We would like to wish all of our families a happy Christmas and thank you all for your continued 

support. 

Year 6 

This week we have been completing our units of work ready to start fresh after Christmas. 

In Maths, we have been subtracting multiples of powers of 10 crossing the millions boundary, 

understanding the composition of seven digit numbers, estimating and identifying numbers on 

number lines and solving problems using column addition and subtraction. In the new year, we 

will be rounding and solving problems with numbers up to 7 digits. 

In English, we have been writing our balanced argument based on the "Pig Heart Boy". Our 

balanced argument has been discussing whether Cameron should or should not have a pig's 

heart transplant. We have had to make sure we include all features of a balanced argument and 

then we have edited and improved our writing before publishing it in neat.  

On Wednesday, we had a whole school trip to the Lamproom Theatre to watch "Sleeping 

Beauty" Pantomime and it was brilliant! Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves and said it 

was a really funny show! 

Mrs Bradbury and Mrs Goulding would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year! We hope you have some rest over the holidays and we can't wait to see you in 

the new year! 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

Useful dates  

23/12/2014  - Christmas holidays start 

06/01/2025  - School reopens to all children 

15/01/2025  - Closing date for Primary school applications  

27/01/2025  - Y5 Cober Hill Residential  

14/02/2025  - Young Voices  

21/05/2025 - Class photos 

25/06/2025 - KS2 Music Festival The Metrodome Arena (Parents welcome to attend £5 tickets 

available to purchase on the day) 

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

1 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 



Community Notice Board 

 



 

 



 



 

 

2 - What is Olio? 

Olio began as a food-waste fighting app, providing a platform for people to share unwanted food with other 

locals instead of throwing it away. 7 years and over 6 million downloads later, Olio is now working towards a world 



free from all kinds of waste. 

Olio has recued over 100 million meals so far !! 

Nationally Olio’s 50,000 Food Waste Heroes also rescue unwanted food from businesses and redistribute it locally 

through the app. These trained community members have helped thousands of organisations reach zero food 

waste. 

Request FREE items on the Olio app from volunteers listing items collected from local stores like Tesco, Sainsbury ’s or Holland 
& Barrett , the volunteers are known as Food Waste Heroes. 

100+ collections a week are received by volunteers in the Barnsley, items are added to the Olio app where a request can be 
made for collection to prevent useable food going to landfill.  
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