
 

 

 Ladywood Weekly News   
Issue 14 

Monday 16th December 2024 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

A massive apology for not sending the weekly newsletter out on Friday – as I am sure you can 

imagine, we were busy week with all the performances last week.  Thank you all for attending 

the performances and supporting your child(ren).  The children have all worked hard to learn 

their parts in the performances and performing for their families is really important to them. 

We hope you all enjoyed them and that they left you feeling Christmassy! 

The raffle, which so many of you purchased tickets for, will be drawn at the end of today, 

Monday 16th December, when all the EYFS performances have been held.  We will 

communicate the winning tickets with you later in the week to enable collection of prizes before 

the end of term.  

This week we have more festivities in school with the Pantomime at the Lamproom 

Theatre/EYFS party on Wednesday afternoon, Christmas lunch on Thursday and a final 

Christmas Carols assembly on Friday.  Please remember the children can wear Christmas 

jumpers on Thursday for Christmas dinner and on Friday in celebration and remembrance of 

Mrs Haynes who loved this time of year. 

Have a lovely week everyone. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Year 3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 98.4%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark. Absences, whether authorised or unauthorised will bring your 

child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  



It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 



 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

Youth Club  

Youth Club will re-start in the New Year and is available daily from 3.15pm to 5.00pm for 

children aged 5 years and over and the cost of this is £5.00 per session. Sessions can be booked 

via the school gateway app. If we see that many places are not being booked this term moving 

forward, this club will close.  

 



After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge. After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Sports Club (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Benchball/Dodgeball (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

School Comms  

 

1 - The Schoolcomms gateway app is a payment and communication system used across school. Registering on the app will 
enable you to pay for school meals, trips, give consents, send and receive app messages etc. 

In order to register you will need to ensure that you have provided school with a valid email address and mobile contact number. 
Please can we ask that all parents/carers sign up to this.  



Cool Milk! 

 

2 - Register your child/ren today to receive school milk! 

Awards 

 



 

 



 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been talking about Christmas and why we have Christmas. In 

Maths, we have been practising our careful counting. 

Next week, we will be comparing the weight of different objects by weighing different objects 

and presents. 

On Monday, we have our Christmas performance. Please can you ensure your child wears white 

pants so their underwear is not seen underneath their costume. Parents will be able to take 

their children home early once staff have got the children changed back into their school 

uniform.  

On Wednesday, we have our Christmas Party. Please come to school in party clothes. Any 

donations of food would be greatly welcomed.   

Children can come to school on Thursday and Friday in their Christmas Jumpers. 

Please remember that Morning Nursery starts at 9 and finishes at 12 and Afternoon starts at 12 

and finishes at 3. Staff ensure that the door is opened promptly at these times and it can be 

extremely difficult to let in children who are late due to staffing. If you are going to be late for 

any reason, please can you inform the office. 

Reception 

We have thoroughly enjoyed reading stories from our Christmas collection. A couple of our 

favourites have been, "One Snowy Night" by Nick Butterworth and "The Stick Man" by Julia 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


Donaldson. After reading our story we use our talk partners to discuss the story in depth and to 

give our own opinions about the story.  

In our Mathematics this week we have been working on repeating patterns. We have been 

using shapes and other resources to create our own repeating patterns. In our Mastering 

Number Sessions we have been focussing on adding 1 and subtracting 1. We are also learning 

how to record our own work.  

In our curriculum sessions we have been focussing on our own Christmas preparations and the 

Nativity story. We have used our own pictures and words to record how Christmas is celebrated.  

Next week we are looking forward to performing our Nativity play for our families. We are 

excited about our Christmas party on Wednesday.  

Please see the letter which has been sent out about our EYFS party.  

Have a lovely weekend and thank you parents for all of your support.  

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff 

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

Year One had a lovely week. They have loved performing their Christmas play for you all. Thank 

you so much to all that came to support us. 

In our learning this week we have been writing letters in English so finished our topic by writing 

a letter to Santa. 

In Maths, children have been sorting shapes and comparing them. 

In RE, children found out what Christmas is like in other countries and compared them with ours.  

It is the last school week before the holidays next week. There will be a trip to the Pantomime 

and Christmas crafts going on. We are continuing to set high expectations for behaviour in our 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


classes as lots of change in routine can be tricky for our children. We thank you for your support 

in this.  

Have a lovely weekend all,  

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson  

Year 2 

As we get closer to Christmas we have made our Christmas cards and calendars this week. They 

look fantastic! We have finished our information page all about dodos and the children have 

tried really hard. We have also recapped strategies to add and subtract. The children are 

building fluency with these strategies. We have explored seaside habitats more this week. We 

have also sorted living and non-living things that might be found on the beach. I would like to 

say a big thank you from all the year 2 adults for coming to watch our nativity performance, 

your support means a lot. We have lots of festive things planned for next week, we are all really 

looking forwards to our last week together before the holidays.  

Year 3 

This week we enjoyed performing in our Snow White Christmas production. We worked so hard 

to learn the songs and everyone was super proud of us! 

In literacy this week, we have written an independent piece of writing pretending that we are 

an evacuee in World War 2. We have written to our parents about how it feels to be sent away 

from our home and families.  

In maths, we have represented numbers as an amount of tens and we have practised 

partitioning three digit numbers in different ways using equipment to help us.  

In history, we have learned about rationing during World War 2 and how miners contributed to 

the war and why they did not fight.   

We have also been making our Christmas cards and calendars this week. We can’t wait to take 

these home and show them to our families.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


Year 4 

This week has been a week of practising the concert and assessments where we have tried 

really hard in our English and maths quizzes. We have also designed our DT bags and learnt 

about different fastenings. In French we have looked at the nouns for shops and practised them 

in French.  In writing we have continued with retelling the 'Iron Man' story and in maths we 

have looked at the 6 times table. We have also completed some soundchecks on TT Rockstars to 

see the improvements children have made throughout the term. 

Year 5 

This week in Maths, the children have completed assessments to check their progress and 

understanding across the topics covered so far. We completed our unit on ‘Money’ by using and 

explaining the most efficient strategies when subtracting quantities of money. We also found 

the change when purchasing several items. Next week, we will begin to look at negative 

numbers. 

In English we continued our work on ‘The Tempest’ and did some work around figurative 

language. We began by looking at personification and identified examples within sentences and 

then within the story. Next, we worked with partners to create our own examples of 

personification and used a thesaurus to find appropriate synonyms to replace the verb. Next 

week, we will plan and write a setting description using figurative language. 

This week in History, we found out about the Roman invasion of Britain. We learnt how the 

emperor Claudius needed to prove that he wasn’t weak, so he decided to invade Britain and 

fight the wild Celtic tribes to prove himself. We looked carefully at the tactics he and his 

legionaries used and the weapons they carried. Next week, we will learn about Boudica’s 

rebellion against the Roman rule. 

Year 6 

This week in Year 6 has been another Mock SAT's week. We have tried really hard and already 

we are starting to see progress in our learning! Mrs Bradbury is really proud of all our hard work 

and would like to say well done to those children who have attended all booster sessions - your 

hard work has really paid off! 

In English, we have continued with practising our skills ready to plan and write our balanced 

arguments next week. By the end of next week, we will write our own balanced argument 

based on 'Should Cameron have a pigs-heart or not?' 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


This week has also been our Christmas Concerts of Snow White and the 7 dwarfs at Christmas. 

Everyone put on a fantastic show and sang amazingly. We really have some brilliant actors and 

singers in this class - watch this space! 

Next week is our last week before the Christmas holidays! It will be full of festive fun and cheer, 

a trip to the pantomime and enjoyment after hard weeks work this week.  

Have a great weekend everyone! 

Mrs Bradbury and Mrs Goulding  

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

Useful dates  

16/12/2024  - EYFS 2.00pm Christmas Performance  

18/12/2024  - Y1 to Y6 Christmas Pantomime Trip PM  

18/12/2024  - EYFS Christmas Party PM  

19/12/2024  - Christmas Dinner day (children are welcome to wear Christmas jumpers) 

20/12/2024  - Last day of term (children are welcome to wear Christmas jumpers) 

23/12/2014  - Christmas holidays start 

06/01/2025  - School reopens to all children 

15/01/2025  - Closing date for Primary school applications  

27/01/2025  - Y5 Cober Hill Residential  

14/02/2025  - Young Voices  

21/05/2025 - Class photos 

25/06/2025 - KS2 Music Festival The Metrodome Arena (Parents welcome to attend £5 tickets 

available to purchase on the day) 

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

3 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 



Community Notice Board 
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