
 

 

 Ladywood Weekly News   
Issue 13 

Friday 6th December 2024 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Today’s newsletter starts with some very upsetting news.  Mrs Haynes, who has worked at 

Ladywood for many years in the Early Years Unit, sadly passed away on Sunday night.  Mrs 

Haynes was a kind and caring, well respected member of staff who has worked with most of the 

children in school supporting them in their early formative years at school.  She had been 

unwell for a long time and had bravely fought her illness while remaining in her role at 

school.  Mrs Haynes loved her job and being present in school was very important to her. We 

have not formally informed the children but some children and their parents have asked school 

staff about Mrs Haynes. As a school we would like to pass on our condolences to Mrs Haynes’ 

family, particularly her children who are all ex-pupils of Ladywood, and we give thanks for the 

part that Mrs Haynes played in school life and the education of the children past and present. 

Mrs Haynes will be missed.  

Mrs Haynes loved Christmas and would have been very excited with all the events that are due 

to happen in the coming last two weeks of term – in Mrs Haynes’ memory we would like to give 

the children and the staff the opportunity to wear Christmas jumpers, tops or outfits to school 

on the last day of term, Friday the 20th December.  

There are still a few tickets left for the performances next week – please visit the school 

reception if you would like more tickets.  KS2 children will stay in school on Wednesday 11th 

December for their evening performance and we will give them a hot dog, a treat and a 

drink.  All performances will start promptly and children will need to be collected at the end of 

the evening performances, this includes KS2 children due to the late finish. 

Christmas dinner day is Thursday 19th December.  We do try to make this a special lunchtime by 

dressing the tables and playing Christmas music in the dining room.  Children will be allowed to 

wear Christmas jumpers on this day.  You will need to order your child a dinner via the Gateway 

app, thank you.   

  

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 



Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Year 4 achieved the highest 

attendance of 99.3%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark. Absences, whether authorised or unauthorised will bring your 

child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  



Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

After School Clubs  

There are no youth clubs or after school clubs for the last two weeks of this term, week 

commencing 9th December and week commencing 16th December.  

Awards 

 

 



 

 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been learning about the season of Winter. We have discussed the 

different changes that happen and what we might find in Winter. We have also spoken about 

the celebration of 'Christmas' and how people celebrate it. We have been trying really hard to 

learn our Christmas songs ready for our Performance. 

Next week, we will be discussing the story of 'The Nativity' and why we celebrate Christmas. In 

Maths, we will be comparing the weight of different objects 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


We have had a lot of un-named jumpers and cardigans recently. Please make sure these have 

your child's name in or they will be put in our Lost Property Box.  

Reception 

We have been talking about all the things we need to do to prepare for Christmas. We have all 

been very excited as we have started our advent calendar countdown.  

We are learning to talk sensibly to our partners and how to listen and respond. I am always very 

impressed with the vocabulary the children are remembering and using in their discussions.  

We are continuing with our blending and segmenting skills in RWInc.  

Our letter formation is improving enormously. Well done to all the children who are practising 

regularly at home.  

In our Mathematics we are continuing to develop our addition and subtraction skills.  

We have been adding 1 and taking away 1.  

We have been using a range of vocabulary when saying our number sentences. We have also 

been using a range of apparatus confidently.  

We will continue with our Christmas preparations and nativity rehearsals next week. We will be 

exploring shape and pattern in our Mathematics.  

We will be reading a range of stories from our Christmas collection.  

A fabulous week of learning, talking and playing. Well done Reception children. Enjoy a super 

weekend!  

Mrs McQuillan and all Reception staff 

Picture of the week  

 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


Year 1 

Year One had a super week. 

We started the week off with a special workshop and assembly from the Dog ’s Trust. Children 

enjoyed their time getting to know how to approach dogs calmly when out and about and 

learning what dogs like and dislike.  

In Maths this week, we looked at 3D shapes and sorted them into groups. In English, we wrote a 

letter to a rabbit about stealing the Bears hat, from our book ‘I want my hat back.’  

Next week is the KS1 performance, you may receive a text notifying you of what your child 

needs to bring to the performance, this could be in the form of a Christmas jumper or some 

legging/ trousers to go with their costumes. Children will go home first and return to school at 

half past four to get ready for the 5pm evening performance on the Thursday.  

Have a lovely weekend all,  

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson  

Year 2 

This week we have written sentences using the facts we have found out about the dodo. We 

have also planned our own fact file about the dodo bird. In maths, we have recapped strategies 

for adding and subtracting and solving problems using our skills. In science, we have continued 

to learn about habitats. We have found out about sea side habitats this week and we can now 

name plans and animals that are found on the coast. Next week, is our nativity and we have all 

done so well this week singing the songs and remembering g our words. Our dress rehearsal in 

on Monday so please bring items that we have asked parents to provide thank you!  

Year 3 

This week we visited Cannon Hall Museum as part of our history topic of World War 2. What an 

amazing day we had! We dressed up as evacuees and pretended we were evacuated to the 

countryside. We did lots of exciting activities in role as evacuees, including baking carrot cookies 

and learning about rationing, looking at and making WW2 posters, making a rag rug and sewing 

socks and having a go at Morse Code. We learned so much about the life of an evacuee and 

what they experienced in WW2.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


In literacy this week, we have written a recount of our school trip, using time adverbials to 

organise our writing. We have also planned our own letter to our parents in role as an evacuee 

who has been evacuated to the countryside.  

In maths, we have been ordering three-digit numbers and adding and subtracting multiples of 

100 using the knowledge of number facts that we already have.    

In science, we have continued to learn about fossils and we have looked at some examples. We 

also discussed the skills that would be needed to become a palaeontologist.  

In D.T., we have learned about the nutritional information on food items and how this can help 

us to make healthier choices.  

We have also been practising for our Christmas concert too, making sure we are using our best 

singing voices!  

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy.  

Year 4 

This week in year 4 has seen us complete our unit on perimeter by adding and multiplying 

rectilinear shapes and using repeated addition and multiplication to solve regular shape 

problems. We have also started work on adjacent numbers in a timetable as well as discussing 

the words factor, product and multiple. Next week we will look at the 6's and 9 times tables. In 

English we have planned a retell of the "Iron Man" and started to write that. This will be 

completed next week before writing our own stories that are loosely based on the "Iron Man" 

with characters that we have designed. In the wider curriculum we have completed our 

evaluations of our art work, practised swimming techniques, looked at how the internet is made 

up and continued to practise songs for the Christmas performance. I know all the KS2 children 

have been working hard on this and it will be great to see you on Wednesday or Thursday to 

support the children in the Live performances.  

  

Finally, a huge well done to the year ¾ tag rugby team who competed at Cherrydale last week 

playing 8 games winning 6 and drawing 2 conceding only 3 tries all afternoon and scoring 12 

with a number of different try scorers.  This meant we won the tournament overall by a clear 

margin. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


Year 5 

This week in Maths, we explained the most efficient strategies when adding and subtracting 

quantities of money. We used mental methods, number lines and column addition and 

subtraction. Next week we will find the change when purchasing several items. 

In English, we began reading William Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ and collected words and 

phrases which describe the violent storm. We then worked in groups to create soundscapes of a 

storm using our voices and bodies. Next, we enjoyed performing them to the rest of the class 

and summarised the key events from the story so far. We also made predictions about the story 

and wrote our own questions. Next week, we will look at creating imagery through 

personification and similes. 

During Whole Class Read this week, we found out about another ‘Real-Life Mystery’ by studying 

stories about strange crop circles. We used inference skills to find evidence for and against 

humans creating them and studied the case file in detail. 

Year 6 

This week in English, we have been exploring what a balanced   argument is. We started off the 

week by looking at an example of a balanced argument which discussed the question 'Should 

children be allowed chocolate for breakfast?' We had a great discussion around the reasons for 

and against this which caused a small debate in class. We have then started to explore the skills 

needed to be able to write our own balanced argument. We now understand what modal verbs 

are and are able to identify and use these within our writing. Next week, we will explore more 

skills and start to plan our own balanced argument based on 'Should Cameron have a pigs heart 

or not?' 

In Maths, we have been ordering, comparing and calculating with numbers up to 8 digits. We 

found this pretty easy and have shown great confidence when trying to read and write longer 

numbers. We have explored the composition of numbers to solve problems and discovered 

ways to add and subtract mentally without bridging a boundary.  

In Science, we have been exploring how scientists group plants into groups. We discovered that 

there are 4 groups of plants which are mosses, ferns, angiosperms and gymnosperms. We used 

the iPad to research examples of the different types of these plants.  

We have been concentrating on our Christmas performance this week in the afternoon. It is 

now all coming together nicely and we cannot wait to show you next week! Remember our 

performances are on Wednesday 11th at 5pm and Thursday 12th at 9:30am.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


Have a great weekend, 

Mrs Bradbury and Mrs Goulding 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

Useful dates  

11/12/2024  - KS2 5.00pm Christmas Performance  

12/12/2024  - KS2 9.30am Christmas Performance 

12/12/2024  - KS1 5.00pm Christmas Performance  

13/12/2024  - KS1 10.00am Christmas Performance  

13/12/2024  - Party in the Pole lunch 

16/12/2024  - EYFS 10.00am Christmas Performance  

16/12/2024  - EYFS 2.00pm Christmas Performance  

18/12/2024  - Y1 to Y6 Christmas Pantomime Trip PM  

18/12/2024  - EYFS Christmas Party PM  

19/12/2024  - Christmas Dinner day 

20/12/2024  - Last day of term  

23/12/2014  - Christmas holidays start 

06/01/2025  - School reopens to all children 

15/01/2025  - Closing date for Primary school applications  

27/01/2025  - Y5 Cober Hill Residential  

14/02/2025  - Young Voices  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

1 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Christmas 2024 at Ladywood! 

Christmas Performances  

Tickets are still on sale at the school office. Limited number available.  

11/12/2024  - KS2 5.00pm Christmas Performance  

12/12/2024  - KS2 9.30am Christmas Performance 

12/12/2024  - KS1 5.00pm Christmas Performance  

13/12/2024  - KS1 10.00am Christmas Performance  

16/12/2024  - EYFS 10.00am Christmas Performance  

16/12/2024  - EYFS 2.00pm Christmas Performance  

11/12/2024  - KS2 5.00pm Christmas Performance (Year 3 - Year 6) 

All KS2 children will be asked to stay in school on this day until the concert starts. Children who 

will be staying will be provided with a drink and a snack. Any dietary needs need to be discussed 



with the school office if your child is staying. If you do not wish your KS2 child to stay please 

complete the form using the following link: 

https://forms.office.com/e/4T6pbpMNNv  

 

2 - Party at the North Pole!  

Friday 13th December 2024 

https://forms.office.com/e/4T6pbpMNNv


 

3 - Festive Feast! 

Thursday 19th December  

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 

Community Notice Board 
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