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Friday 5th September 2025 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I would like to offer a very warm welcome back to all children, staff, parents and carers.  I hope 

you all enjoyed a fantastic summer break; we were very lucky with the nice weather.  It has 

been a pleasure to see the children this week and to hear them talking about what they have 

been up to and where they have visited during the holidays.  All children have returned with a 

positive attitude to school; they have supported each other, been enthusiastic about their 

learning and settled in well to their new classrooms.  This morning we celebrated our Special 

Mention children in assembly but also praised all our pupils for such a great start to the school 

year. Well done boys and girls! 

  

As we start the new school year can I please take this opportunity to remind all parents and 

carers of the following in order to ensure the health and safety of all our children: 

• Jewellery is not permitted in school – please ensure that all children remove necklaces, 

bracelets and earrings. 

• No pedestrians are allowed to walk down the school driveway – please stick to the path. 

• Adult language on school premises MUST be appropriate for children to hear. 

• Adults are not permitted to walk freely through school – all visitors MUST sign in and 

wear relevant badges. 

Suzanne, our Tempest School Photographer, will be in school on Thursday the 18th September 

2025 to take the children’s annual photographs and the NHS Audiology Team will be in school 

on the 23rd September 2025 to start their checks with the younger pupils.  Further relevant 

information will be provided nearer the time.  

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 



Attendance 

Please can we kindly ask that you familiarise yourself with all information within the attendance 

newsletter and the information below. The attendance newsletter can be found on our website 

and has been sent via email.  

 

Attendance monitoring & reporting  

We are always looking to improve attendance in our school. Our current attendance target is 

96%.  

Regular attendance leads and enables the children to make, or exceed, expected progress 

towards their Learning Goals. Irregular attendance has a negative impact on the children’s social, 

emotional and academic development and studies show that this affects their future 

throughout their school life and beyond. 

To encourage regular attendance and to identify any barriers to attendance as early as possible, 

we do monitor the attendance of all our children but we will continue to monitor children more 

closely if their attendance drops below our school attendance target of 96%, If there is no 

improvement following you being made aware of this, you may be invited into school for a 

meeting to see if we can offer any support. 

Illnesses, medical and dental appointments  

If your child is absent from school, it is good practice to contact the office with a reason for the 

absence. It is also helpful for us to receive appointment cards/letters if you are unable to 

arrange appointments outside of the school day. 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Leave of absences during term time  

If you are taking a Leave of Absence (holiday) during term time, please call into the office to 

collect a leave of absence request form.  

We would like to politely remind you of the changes to penalty notices from August 2024, 

further information around this can be found on the attendance newsletter.  



Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Attendance awards incentives 2025-2026  

To encourage good attendance, we will continue with our award incentives which are 

outlined  below from September 2025: 

Individual awards  

• If your child/ren achieve 96% or above for 1 school term they will receive their Bronze 

attendance award  

• If your child/ren achieve 96% or above for 2 consecutive school term’s they will receive 

their Silver attendance award  

• If your child/ren achieve 96% or above for more than 2 school term’s they will receive 

their Gold attendance award  

• Any child/ren with 100% attendance by the end of the academic year will receive a 

special award  

Class awards  

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last academic year children have chosen 

some great end of year treats such as, cinema afternoon’s, teddy bear’s picnic or a class party!  

 

We do thank you for your continued support around attendance but please do not hesitate to 

contact Mrs Norman our school Attendance Officer if you have any further questions.  



 

 

Awards 

 



 

 

 



Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for the new academic year are now live for booking on the school 

gateway app. These are free of charge.  

After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Football (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Handball or Basketball  (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Tag Rugby (KS1 & KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art & Story Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Thursday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Multi-Sports (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

Schoolcomms Gateway App  

 

The Schoolcomms gateway app is a payment and communication system used across school. 

Registering on the app will enable you to pay for school meals, trips, give consents, send and 

receive app messages etc. Please have a look and sign-up. 



In order to register you will need to ensure that you have provided school with a valid email 

address and mobile contact number. 

When you do download the app you will receive a confirmation message from our unique 

Schoolcomms email/SMS addresses, please save these into your address book as this will 

minimise the risk of messages bouncing back or being marked as SPAM.  

If you are having problems registering or if you have any questions about this system, please 

speak to a member of the office staff.  

 

1 - To download the app on your smartphone search School Gateway in your App store and download!  

To use the online version on a computer go to: https://schoolgateway.co.uk/get-started/,  click on the web version link and 
follow the instructions 

https://schoolgateway.co.uk/get-started/


Free School Meals  

 

All children in the Reception class, Y1 and Y2 are entitled to a free school meal under the 

Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) programme however, if you are in receipt of 

qualifying benefits you may also be entitled to benefit related Free School Meals (FSM). If you 

are entitled to FSM we will also provide free school milk for your child, milk is free up to the age 

of 5 but is then chargeable unless you are entitled to FSM. 



In order to check your eligibility to receive FSM for your child there is a short application form to 

complete and we would strongly encourage all parents to take a few minutes to do this before 

September. In addition to the benefits a healthy school meal and milk provides for children, 

schools receive additional funding based on the number of eligible pupils they have, this 

funding is called Pupil Premium and is used by school to help ensure that we can continue to 

develop the skills, resources and staff needed to meet the needs of our pupils. 

A link to the application form on the Barnsley Council website is below: 

www.barnsley.gov.uk/free-school-meals-form 

Cool Milk 

 

As you may be aware your child’s school has a milk scheme, administered by Cool Milk. Mid-

morning milk provides a much-needed nutritional boost and keeps children hydrated between 

breakfast and lunch.  

Children receive free milk until the age of 5. After that, they can continue to reap the benefits of 

fresh mid-morning milk at a subsidised* cost. If you’d like to opt in and have not already done so, 

simply register your child at www.coolmilk.com/register. Your child(ren) will continue to receive 

free milk whilst under the age of 5 and Cool Milk will get in touch with further information by 

email shortly before their 5th birthday.  

For children who are already over 5, it’s not too late – our scheme is flexible! As well as being 

able to register and make payment straight away, you can join and cancel the scheme at any 

time. We offer yearly, termly and half termly payment periods and a recurring payment option 

to give you one less thing to remember. 

http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/free-school-meals-form


Flu Programme  

 

Please complete one consent form for each of your child/children by scanning the bar code 

above, please complete the form even if you do not wish for your child/children to receive the 

vaccine.  

Flu vaccinations are booked to take place in the afternoon of Friday 21st November 2025 

PE information  

Children require their PE kits on the following days, please note jewellery is not permitted: 

Reception Fridays 

Year 1 Tuesdays and Thursdays  

Year 2 Mondays and Tuesdays 

Year 3 Thursdays and Fridays  

Year 4 Tuesdays and Wednesdays  



Year 5 Mondays and Wednesdays  

Year 6 Thursdays and Fridays  

Nursery 

It has been a lovely first week back at Nursery. We have had lots of new children start and we 

have enjoyed getting to know each other. We have read the book 'Meesha Makes Friends' and 

tried to remember what happens in this story. 

Next week, we will be discussing ourselves by looking at what we look like and trying to 

describe ourselves. We will be talking about where we live.  

For the following week (the week beginning the 15th September), we will be discussing our own 

history. Please could you bring in photos of your child from when they were younger and a more 

recent photo so we can compare the differences. Photos can be brought in or emailed to 

r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk 

Please can you ensure that all coats and jumpers are named. Some children this week have not 

been sure what their clothing looks like and staff are still getting to know children. This will help 

staff to reunite the item of clothing with the correct child.  

Thank you 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
mailto:r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk


 

2 - Information has been circulated regarding applying for your child/ren to move  

into Reception class September 2026.  

We recommend that you apply online at www.barnsley.gov.uk/schooladmissions select Primary School Places and click on the 
Apply Online link. Please ensure that you submit your application by the closing date 15th January 2026. 

Reception 

A very warm welcome to all our Reception children and families. It has been lovely getting to 

know everyone.  

This week we have been settling in to our new class and learning the class rules. We have been 

making friends and playing nicely with others both indoors and out.  

We have enjoyed listening to lots of stories and have been singing lots of nursery rhymes. We 

have spoke about our feelings and how we experience many different feelings when starting 

something new i.e excited, nervous, happy, scared etc.  

Next week we will start with our routine of lessons and play provision. I will be holding a 

meeting for parents to explain our early reading scheme which is RWInc. I will arrange this date 

shortly within the next 2 weeks.  

Our P.E. will start next Friday and please see the additional letter to explain this.  

http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/schooladmissions
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


A fabulous week Reception children. It has been so lovely meeting you all and getting to know 

you.  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff  

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

A huge welcome back to our new Year One children. What a great first week we have had!  

The children have settled in really well and have enjoyed their first week of learning in their new 

class. Boys and girls have been recapping the rules and routines of school and have been able to 

take part in some free choosing time as well as accessing some focussed learning.  

To get an understanding of where children are at this week, we have focussed lots on our letter 

and number formation, reading ability and independence skills. We hugely appreciate your 

support at home with regular reading practise and encouraging children to be as independent 

as possible, as they continue their school journey.  

Myself and Miss Morgan have loved getting to know the children this week and we look forward 

to seeing the progress they make over the coming academic year. 

A reminder of PE days - children will need their PE kits on a Tuesday and Thursday.  

Children do need to bring book bags every day, if they don’t have one, please contact the office 

staff and this can be arranged. 

Please could we ask that you write names on children’s uniform’s as we often end up with lots 

of missing cardigans, jumpers etc and as the colder months approach children will be requiring 

these.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone, see you on Monday, 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Year 2 

This week we have settled in amazingly to out new class and have had do much fun.  

In Reading we have started RWInc comprehension where we read about Chicken Licken and his 

experiences with the sky falling down. We have explored key vocabulary and "find it and prove 

it" questions which test our knowledge of what we have read. During this we continue to 

practice reading speed sounds to maintain our knowledge.  

In writing we have started our exciting new topic on mining! We have been introduced to Abie 

Longstaff who is the author of our new book "Danger in the Mine". In this book, she wrote a 

letter about what she does and loves and fun facts. We are writing a response letter telling her 

all about ourselves so we can practice our, "Think it, Say it, Count it, Write it, Check it" technique 

which helps us to write our sentences.  

In maths we have been learning place value and make 10 as this core knowledge will help us 

when we progress to the trickier topics. We found that we can make 10 in lots of different ways 

and the total does not change if none have been taken away or added.  

We have started our Geography topic on maps and the local area and are looking forward to 

exploring the areas around us as part of this topic. 

Year 3 

We have had a fabulous first week back at school and the children have settled into Year 3 

brilliantly. We have started a new book called "Arthur and the Golden Rope" in Whole Class 

reading and we have looked at the meaning of new words in the story to make sure that we are 

reading for meaning.  

In English we have also began to look at our new book called "Leon and the Place in Between". 

We have written expanded noun phrases to describe some of the things from the story such as 

‘the stripy, fierce tigers’ and ‘a flexible, energetic juggler.’  

In maths we have been looking at addends and learning that we can add numbers together in 

any order and still get the same total. We have practised this practically using cubes and part-

whole models.  

We have begun to look at maps of the UK in Geography and we have discussed where important 

cities are located in the UK.  

In art we have started to learn about a new artist called George Seurat who used the pointillism 

technique to create his paintings. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


In science we have focused on forces and in P.E. we have started our units of handball and 

gymnastics.   

Our P.E. days are on Thursdays and Fridays so please make sure that your child has their kit in 

school on these days. Also, children are required to take out earrings before school and ensure 

that long hair is tied back.  

Children have been given spellings to practise at home and they will be tested in school every 

Tuesday. They will also bring home a new reading record and a reading book. Please record 

when your child has read at home by writing a comment in their reading record book. It would 

be beneficial for your child if they could read at home at least three times per week.  

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week! 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

 

Swimming  

In previous years children in both our Year 3 and Year 4 classes have participated in swimming 

lessons at the Metrodome, in the face of rising costs and budget pressures across all aspects of 

our school provision we have unfortunately had to make several difficult decisions about bought 

in services and resources. With effect from the 2025/2026 academic year this sadly means that 

we have reduced our core swimming offer and lessons will now only be offered in Year 4. This 

will take place in the Spring term and we will contact parents nearer the time with more details. 

We will continue to assess children’s progress against the Government’s standard for school 

swimming and any children not achieving this standard will continue to be offered ‘top-up’ 

lessons at the Metrodome in Year 6. 

Year 4 

An excellent first week in year 4 where we have all come in and settled really well. We have got 

straight on looking at different types of noun in English and next week we will look at adjectives 

and expanding the noun phrase based on a character.  

In maths this week we have looked at how to set out columnar addition and looking for 

addends and the sum. Next week we will continue to solve 2 and 3 digit additions.  

In the wider curriculum this week we have been recapping what we know about capital cities in 

geography, started our unit of changing states in Science, looked at introducing ourselves in 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


French and started to look at the Bible in RE. These will all continue next week. We have also 

completed some passing and shooting drills in PE for handball.  

Our PE days will be Tuesday Morning and Wednesday Afternoon and a reminder that kit is 

white shirt and black shorts or tracksuit bottoms.  

Well done in all your efforts this week year 4 keep it up. 

 

Swimming  

In previous years children in both our Year 3 and Year 4 classes have participated in swimming 

lessons at the Metrodome, in the face of rising costs and budget pressures across all aspects of 

our school provision we have unfortunately had to make several difficult decisions about bought 

in services and resources. With effect from the 2025/2026 academic year this sadly means that 

we have reduced our core swimming offer and lessons will now only be offered in Year 4. This 

will take place in the Spring term and we will contact parents nearer the time with more details. 

We will continue to assess children’s progress against the Government’s standard for school 

swimming and any children not achieving this standard will continue to be offered ‘top-up’ 

lessons at the Metrodome in Year 6. 

Year 5 

We have had a fantastic week in Year 5 and the children have worked really hard. They have 

impressed us with their enthusiasm and great contributions during our lessons. 

In maths, we began our unit on Decimal Fractions by identifying tenths as part of a whole. We 

then shaded in one tenth of different representations. Next week, we will describe and 

represent tenths as a decimal fraction. 

In English, we were introduced to our new topic by exploring our ideas about the universe and 

discussed the things we were curious about. This will lead to us writing a proposal to NASA to 

request that they build a rover to explore Mars. Next week, we will write formal labels to 

describe the features of our own rover designs. 

In Computing, we were introduced to the idea of a system and began to understand that 

components can work together to perform a task. We then explored how digital systems can 

work and looked at smart lockers. Next week, we will link this to our English work about Mars 

rovers and discuss how their systems would work. 

 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


Additional information 

Our PE days are Monday and Wednesday. 

All children have been given a reading diary and must ensure that these are handed in daily. 

They will be able to choose a new book from the library and will be able to exchange books in 

our weekly library session. 

Year 6 

In Maths, we have been exploring how a combination of different parts can be equivalent to the 

same whole and then identifying structures within maths stories. We've also been practising 

some arithmetic skills which will be tested on each week.  

In wider curriculum, we have started a science unit on evolution. We've discovered that 

evolution happens over millions of years and how fossils are used by scientists to give us more 

information about livings things from many years ago. We will continue with this learning next 

week.  

All children have now chosen a reading book from our class library which needs to be read at 

least 3 times a week. Diaries need to be signed either by a parent or the children themselves 

and then brought to school each day. Spellings have also been given on Wednesday to be 

learned for their test next Wednesday.  Please encourage your children to practise these and 

read to support their journey in year 6.  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Bradbury, Mrs Smith & Mrs Goulding  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


 

3 - Please see recent email sent to you regarding applying for your child/ren to go to secondary school 2026/2027.  

We recommend that you apply online at www.barnsley.gov.uk/schooladmissions select Secondary School Places and click on the 
Apply Online link. Please ensure that you submit your application by the closing date 31st October 2025.  

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

http://www.barnsley.gov.uk/schooladmissions
mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

4 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 1st September 2025 

Friday 24th October 2025 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

18/09/2025 School Photographs (Individual)  

23/09/2025  - Audiology Testing  

24/10/2025  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Week commencing 27/10/2025  - Half term begins  

03/11/2025  - School reopens  

21/11/2025  - Flu Spray Vaccinations  



23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

Barnsley Schools Catering   

 

 



 

 

Community Notice Board  

Barnsley MiCard 

The Barnsley MiCard Travel Pass will be available to children and young people aged 5 to 18 

years old living in Barnsley. Children and young people can benefit from free bus travel 

anywhere within South Yorkshire, from 7am to 9pm, seven days a week, as long as the journey 

starts or finishes in Barnsley local authority area. To apply, click on the following link: 

www.travelsouthyorkshire.com 

http://www.travelsouthyorkshire.com/
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