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Friday 3rd October 2025 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

A highlight of this week was a visit by the Oddarts Theatre group, they worked with our year 6 

children on Wednesday to deliver a workshop exploring some of the themes that the children 

also look at in their PD lessons in school such as diversity, the risks of mis-information and the 

importance of mutual respect. All these issues are extremely topical at the moment, I know the 

children enjoyed the workshop and found it really interesting. 

 

We kindly encourage you to follow up and consider the following points for this week; 

• Illnesses we understand the weather is changing, if you need further advice/information 

following your child/ren being absent due to illness, Mrs Norman our Attendance Officer 

has added some useful information below around "when can my child return to school 

following illness"  

• Year 6 parents applications are open until the 31st October 2025, please ensure you 

complete secondary school applications as soon as possible. As with Nursery, there are 

no automatic places; you have to apply 

• School Photographs  a polite reminder that the closing date for free delivery back to 

school is Sunday 5th October 2025. Order through the Tempest website using your 

unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk If you need any assistance in ordering 

your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on 01736 751555 (option 3) 

• Inset day polite reminder that we have an inset day on Friday 24th October 2025, the 

school will be closed to children on this day, the following week is half term and the 

children are expected to return on Monday 3rd November 2025 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y4 achieved the highest 

attendance of 99.5%. WELL DONE! 

http://www.tempest-orders.co.uk/


Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 



• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 

 



 

Awards 

 

 



 

 



Flu Programme  

 

Please complete one consent form for each of your child/children by scanning the bar code 

above, please complete the form even if you do not wish for your child/children to receive the 

vaccine.  

Flu vaccinations are booked to take place in the afternoon of Friday 21st November 2025 

Nursery 

This week, we started our topic of 'Woodland Animals'. We read the story of 'Owl Babies' and 

tried to remember the repeated phrases in the story. In Maths, we were talking about size and 

trying to use the language of size to describe objects. 

Next week, we will be reading the story of 'The Gruffalo' and will be talking about the different 

characters in the story. We will also be trying to paint pictures of the Gruffalo by looking at his 

features. In Maths, we will be using the quantity language of 'more' and 'less' to describe 

amounts. 



We are currently changing the pictures around in our Reading Area. We have a section where 

we put pictures of us reading at home. Please could you email a picture of your child reading at 

home to r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk It would be lovely to get a picture of all children in Nursery 

looking at books to create our display.  

Reception 

It is great to see our "Achievement Board" filling up with photos. We always love to hear of the 

hobbies, interests and skills that children have out of school and any awards that they receive. 

Thank you for sending these photos in and for sharing with us the varied hobbies and interests.  

This week we have loved reading "Owl Babies". We have spoken about the events in the story 

and the emotions of the characters at different points. We have been learning lots of new 

vocabulary and have used this when re-telling the story.  

In our mathematics we have been practising our subitising skills. This is when we can see 

different amounts quickly, without needing to count first. We have also been exploring different 

ways to represent a number i.e 2+2, 3+1, 1+3, 4+0 all make 4. Our little mathematicians have 

really impressed me this week with their confident use of vocabulary and how they have used a 

range of resources.  

In our curriculum lessons we have been naming a range of animals that live in the woodlands. 

We have used non-fiction books to find out lots of interesting facts. We have looked at different 

photos and used our observational skills when drawing our own pictures .  

Next week we will be finding out about Autumn and the changes that are taking place. We will 

be exploring shape and pattern in mathematics too.  

A fabulous week Reception children! 

Mrs McQuillan & Reception staff 

Picture of the week  

 

mailto:r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


Year 1 

In Year One this week, children have started their History topic about old and new toys. We 

have described our favourite toy and compared these with toys from the past. We also found 

out that we can go to museums, research online or ask our grandparents about toys from the 

past. 

In Math’s we have been partitioning whole numbers into parts and finding the missing parts. 

The children have been working systematically to solve problems. We also looked at ordinal 

numbers this week and decided what objects came first, second, third etc.  

In PE, we have started some Gymnastics. The children have worked together to create wide, 

narrow and curly shapes with their bodies.   

Have a lovely weekend, 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan 

Year 2 

This week we have been delving into the life of a Victorian miner in preparation for our diary 

entries, so far, we have investigated what it was like to be a child in the mine and what the 

journey to get down the mine was like, you can ask us about trappers, what bearers and 

youngsters are and we should be able to tell you. We learned all about how your ear drums 

would feel due to the pressure down the mine and the pain the miners sometimes felt. We have 

practiced building sentences together to help us with our writing. In maths we are learning 

about ones, ten ones and one ten. This will help us when we come to adding and taking away 

with 10’s and 1’s together. In PE we have been practicing handball attack and defence skills and 

are doing well at following instructions. In computing we have been looking at different ways to 

take a photograph including in portrait and landscape styles.  

Year 3 

We have continued to read our ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’ story and we have practised using 

dictionaries to find out the meanings of new words. We have also practised scanning the text to 

help us to answer questions.   

In English, we have practised using a range of conjunctions and we have started to plan our own 

story linked to our book, "Leon and the place in Between".  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


In maths, we have practised counting in 1s and 10s across the hundreds boundary and we have 

made numbers up to 200 using dienes.   

We have looked at the physical and human features of Cumbria in Geography and we have 

explored other pointillist artists in our art lessons. In R.E., we have looked at the Islam religion 

and the symbols associated with it.  

In science, we have continued to look at magnets and what they are used for. In French, we 

practised how to count to 10 and in PD we learned about anti-social behaviour and what this 

is.     

In P.E. we have focused on hand ball and gymnastics, improving our skills in both of these units. 

Please ensure your child has their P.E. kit in school every Thursday and Friday.  

We have a high number of children who seem to be struggling with their spellings each week. 

Children are tested on them every Tuesday in school and they are given spellings every 

Tuesday/Wednesday to bring home. Although children do get time in school to practise their 

spellings, it would be helpful if they could practise at home too.  

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week! 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have been working on descripting a setting through a retell. Next week 

we will be looking at diary writing linked to the characters. Finishing with an independent write 

diary from one of the main characters.  

In maths we have been adding and subtracting in units of 100 as well as looking at conversions 

between units of 1000. We have looked at partitioning 1000 in different ways on a range of 

scales. Next week we will continue with this before moving onto partioning 4 digit numbers in 

different ways and rounding over the next few weeks.  

In the wider curriculum we have been practising handball due to the grass being wet. Could I 

remind parents to send a change of shoes and socks on a Tuesday for PE so that we can go out 

onto the grass and practise our rugby skills in the upcoming weeks. In History we have been 

looking at the reign of Queen Victoria and how her empire changed the world. We have looked 

at the major inventions during her reign which shape our world now like railways, electric 

lightbulbs and  phones. In science we have looked at the process of evaporation and in PD we 

have looked at how we can be different but still respectful of each other. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


Year 5 

This week in Maths, we have used our knowledge to calculate with decimal numbers using both 

mental methods and written methods. We used column addition and subtraction to calculate 

with decimals and solve problems. Next week, we will use representations to round a decimal 

number with tenths to the nearest whole number. 

In English, we looked at the key features of Mars rovers and how important each feature is to 

the success of the rover. Next, we used modal verbs to describe the certainty of each feature 

and began to use these to plan our proposals. Next week, we will design our own Mars rovers 

and write our proposals. 

This week in our curriculum lessons, we continued our Islamic art topic. We used simple shapes 

to create repeating patterns, tessellations and symmetry. We then designed a pattern that could 

be added to a polystyrene tile and traced around it so that it was ready to print. Next week, we 

will add our designs to the tiles and have a go at adding a small section of our designs to lino 

tiles, by using a special cutting tool. We will then use different printing techniques and 

experiment with repeating patterns, tessellations and symmetry.  

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another exciting week of learning, full of discovery, creativity and challenge! 

In Maths, we have been solving calculations with missing parts, exploring how different 

strategies such as equivalence and compensation can help us solve problems more efficiently. 

We’ve also been practising multiplication methods with both 2-digit and larger numbers – the 

children have shown fantastic perseverance as the challenges grew! 

In English, the children have worked hard on their independent non-chronological reports, 

drawing on all the grammar and vocabulary skills we’ve been practising. We then moved into 

narrative writing, using "Eye of the Storm" as inspiration to identify the key features of a sci-fi 

story. The children created a brilliant “Writer’s Toolkit” to support their own creative writing, 

focusing on setting, characterisation, and powerful punctuation choices. 

In History, our Ancient Egypt topic continued. We explored the Egyptians’ fascinating beliefs 

about gods and the afterlife, retold the creation story, and ended the week with a history quiz 

to consolidate our learning. 

In Personal Development, we discussed the important topic of poverty, thinking carefully about 

how it affects people’s quality of life and exploring how the UK tries to tackle these challenges. 

The children impressed us with their thoughtful and mature responses. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


We’ve also enjoyed sessions in RE, looking at how churches reflect culture around the world, as 

well as keeping active in PE with our Tag Rugby unit. To end the week, we had fun with Music 

and French, building confidence in rhythm, song, and language. 

It has been a fantastic week, and we are really proud of the enthusiasm and effort Year 6 have 

shown in every subject! 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

 

1 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 1st September 2025 

Friday 24th October 2025 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

24/10/2025  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Week commencing 27/10/2025  - Half term begins  

03/11/2025  - School reopens  

20/11/2025  - Y3 trip to Cannon Hall Museum  

21/11/2025  - Flu Spray Vaccinations  

26/11/2025  - Y6 visit to Crucial Crew  

14/01/2026  - Height and Weight check for Reception and Y6 children (further information to 

follow from school nursing) 

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill (further information to follow) 

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

Barnsley Schools Catering   

 



 

 



Community Notice Board  
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