
 

 

 Ladywood Weekly News   
Issue 6 

Friday 10th October 2025 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope you have had a lovely week, we would like to highlight some key points for this week;  

 

• Halloween craft afternoon  on Thursday 23rd October 2025 in the afternoon all children 

will take part in a Halloween craft afternoon, no parents/carers are required to attend. 

We welcome children to wear their Halloween costumes.  

• Inset day polite reminder that we have an inset day on Friday 24th October 2025, the 

school will be closed to children on this day, the following week is half term and the 

children are expected to return on Monday 3rd November 2025 

• Macmillan coffee afternoon will take place on Friday 7th November 2025, in the hall 

and parents/carers will be welcome to attend with the child/ren to their assigned time 

slot, further information of this will follow over the next couple of weeks.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 99.7%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  



Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  



Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge.  

After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Football (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Sports Arts and Crafts (KS1/KS2, Y1-Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Multi-sports (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Thursday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Multi-sports (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

Awards 

 



 

 

 



Nursery 

This week, we have been reading the story of 'The Gruffalo' and have been talking about the 

different characters in the story. We tried to paint pictures of the Gruffalo by looking at his 

features. In Maths, we looked at quantity language of 'more' and 'less' to describe amounts. 

Next week, we will be carrying on with our topic of 'Woodland animals'. We will also be looking 

at how we keep safe with people around us by learning about 'Stranger Danger' and talking 

about how we keep ourselves safe. 

We are currently changing the pictures around in our Reading Area. We have a section where 

we put pictures of us reading at home. Please could you email a picture of your child reading at 

home to r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk It would be lovely to get a picture of all children in Nursery 

looking at books to create our display.  

Reception 

This week we have continued to find out lots of interesting facts about woodland animals. We 

are learning how to use non-fiction books to acquire new information. We have been learning 

lots of new vocabulary in our whole class sessions.  

We have also been learning how to observe carefully in our art sessions and to add increasing 

detail to our own pictures.  

In our mathematics we have been learning how to form numbers correctly. We have also been 

naming and recognising 2D shapes.  We have been noticing shapes all around us and have been 

talking about the properties of shapes. We have used 2D shapes to create our own pictures and 

repeating patterns.  

In our RWInc lesson we are continuing to learn our sounds and to write these correctly, we are 

also learning how to blend sounds together to make words.  

I am really impressed by how hard the children are working each day and also the practise 

which is taking place at home. An enormous thank you for supporting the learning at home. 

Daily reading and practice at home and school has a huge impact on progress and achievement.  

Next week we will be finding out about Autumn and the changes we see all around us. We will 

be reading "The Gruffalo" in our literacy sessions and in mathematics we will be exploring early 

composition.  

Well done Reception children for a super week!  

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff  

mailto:r.wilding@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


Picture of the week 

 

Year 1 

Year One have had a great week. Boys and girls have done a great job with their writing and are 

working hard on forming their letters correctly and using their perfect sitting positions.  

In Maths, we have been exploring bar models and learning what the word ‘combine’ means. 

The children have also been comparing numbers and sets of objects.  

Year One have been enjoying our History topic and have spent time comparing old and new toys. 

We have read lots of stories about toys too!  

This week we learned some fun facts about the Harvest Moon as we noticed that the moon had 

been so bright! Boys and girls also enjoyed seeing some autumnal crafts brought in by children 

which is lovely to see.  

Have a great weekend, 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan 

Year 2 

This week we have been learning even more about coal mining! We have learned that there 

were lots of tools used down the mines to release the coal including dynamite, drill cutters and 

disk cutters. We have used this information to build sentences and practiced the spelling and 

punctuation needed to make our sentences better. This is a gradual build up of skills that will 

help us to write more detailed sentences in the future ready for our big write pieces.  

In maths we have now been applying our place value skills to more complex questions such as 

placing numbers on number lines, addition and subtraction and comparing two numbers using, 

greater than, less than, and equal to.  

We have begun to put all our knowledge together about Henri Rousseau to recreate a picture of 

where the old mining site used to be in Grimethorpe.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


We have also looked at portrait and landscape pictures in computing and are becoming amazing 

at handball in PE.  

Next week we will be looking at joining our simple sentences together with conjunctions and 

adding shading to our artwork to create silhouettes of the old Grimethorpe mine to add to our 

pictures, we will continue our work on place value to tackle more complex reasoning and 

problem solving and word problems in maths.  

Year 3 

We have really enjoyed our Whole Class reading sessions this week as we have practised and 

performed a range of poetry, using expression and intonation in our voices when we read.    

In English, we have been writing our own fantasy stories based on our class book "Leon and the 

place in Between". We have used conjunctions and expanded noun phrases to improve our 

work.   

In maths, we have moved onto measurement and we have focused on measuring items using 

centimetres and metres. We have spoken about measuring items accurately and carefully to 

ensure we get the correct measurement.    

We have looked at the physical and human features of Cornwall in Geography and we have 

enjoyed creating our very own pointillist art work in art. In R.E., we have looked at the Hindu 

religion and the symbols associated with it.  

In science, we have found out which materials and magnets are magnetic. In French, we 

continued to practise how to count to 10 and in PD we voted for our school councillors.     

In P.E. we have focused on hand ball and gymnastics, improving our skills in both of these units. 

Please ensure your child has their P.E. kit in school every Thursday and Friday and that 

jewellery is removed before the children come to school on these days.  

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all next week! 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week we have completed our first official practise of the multiplication check and i can see 

lots of progression from the start of term however, it is still really important that children are 

practising their timetables at home and TT Rockstars is a fantastic tool for this. In maths this 

week we have been looking at reading scales and converting between ml to l and m to km by 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


multiplying and dividing by 1000. We have also been looking at the missing numbers on 

different scales including counting in 100, 200, 250 and 500.  Next week we will move onto 

rounding.  

In English we have been looking at features of a diary and looking at fronted adverbials. Next 

week we will write some diaries from different characters at different points in our stories.  

In the wider curriculum we have looked at the education system in Victorian times and also the 

new Queen Victoria's inventions during reign. In science we have been looking at condensation. 

In RE we have continued to look at the Holy Bible and some parables.  

Year 5 

This week in Maths, we have continued our work on adding and subtracting decimal numbers 

up to 1 decimal place. After solving problems using decimal numbers, we used different 

representations to round decimals with tenths to the nearest whole number. Next week, we will 

begin to identify hundredths as part of a whole and represent hundredths in different ways. 

In English, we continued to write a proposal together and worked with partners to edit and 

improve our writing. We tried to include all of the key features discussed so far and changed 

some of our vocabulary to make our writing sound more formal. Next week, we will write our 

own proposals and decide what our rover’s main job will be. 

In Whole Class Read, we explored an extract called ‘Orbiting the Sun’. We identified the key 

vocabulary and used this to discuss questions relating to the Sun’s radiation and importance of 

the Sun to the Earth. We used a range of sentence stems to articulate our answers and gave 

opinions and ideas using evidence from the text.   

This week in Art, we designed arabesque patterns and began adding these to lino tiles. We will 

continue this next week and use different printing techniques to create our own Islamic style 

pieces. We will also look at how the Islamic world inspired non-Islamic artists around the world, 

by studying the artist William De Morgan. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another busy and creative week full of learning, discussion, and imagination! 

In Maths, we’ve been exploring the concept of constant difference and learning how it can help 

us solve subtraction problems and balance equations efficiently. Later in the week, we turned 

our attention to large numbers, confidently recognising and working with numbers up to one 

million – and even up to ten million! 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


In English, we’ve continued developing our writing skills through our "Eye of the 

Storm" narrative work. The children practised using parenthesis, colons, and semi-colons to add 

rich detail and variety to their writing, as well as experimenting with hyphenated adjectives and 

relative clauses to bring their characters and settings to life. Towards the end of the week, we 

consolidated our understanding of verb tenses, focusing on present and past tense through 

practical grammar tasks. 

This week in topic, we have moved onto Art which has been particularly exciting as we have 

been studying African ceremonial masks. The children explored their spiritual significance, 

analysed different traditional designs, and began creating their own mask designs using 

geometric and symmetrical patterns. They also planned how to build their masks as layered 

relief sculptures — a fantastic combination of creativity and cultural understanding! 

In Personal Development, we discussed financial responsibility, learning about key terms such as 

invest, loan, and debt, and why looking after money is such an important life skill. 

In RE, we explored how churches support and serve their communities, looking at real-life case 

studies to understand the positive impact they have on people’s lives. 

We also enjoyed PE, continuing with our Tag Rugby unit, and had time for Music and French, 

rounding off the week with lots of energy and enthusiasm. 

It’s been a fantastic week of progress, creativity, and teamwork – well done, Year 6! Have a 

lovely weekend! 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

1 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 1st September 2025 

Friday 24th October 2025 

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

23/10/2025  - Halloween Crafts afternoon  

24/10/2025  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Week commencing 27/10/2025  - Half term begins  

03/11/2025  - School reopens  

07/11/2025  - Macmillan coffee afternoon  (further information to follow) 

20/11/2025  - Y3 trip to Cannon Hall Museum  



21/11/2025  - Flu Spray Vaccinations  

26/11/2025  - Y6 visit to Crucial Crew  

14/01/2026  - Height and Weight check for Reception and Y6 children (further information to 

follow from school nursing) 

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill (further information to follow) 

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

Barnsley Schools Catering   

 

 



 

Community Notice Board  
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