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Friday 7th November 2025 

 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to school for Autumn Term 2! 

 

In school this week we have continued to respect diversity.  We have learnt about the musician 

Stevie Wonder and considered the meaning behind his hits ‘Happy Birthday’ and ‘Ebony and 

Ivory.’  Please ask your child(ren) about these.  Father Fern also visited us this week to talk 

about Remembrance Day and the importance of respecting and giving thanks to both veterans 

and serving members of the forces.  Next week we will take part in the 2-minute silence on 

Armistice Day. 

  

This week you should have received a letter to book a  Parent Evening appointment for 

Wednesday the 19th November 2025.  Please complete the return slip as soon as possible to 

increase the likelihood of you getting the time slot you desire.  If this date is difficult for you due 

to work commitments please speak to your child’s class teacher, we will endeavour to make a 

mutually convenient time to discuss you child’s progress and next steps of learning. 

  

We have had a lovely afternoon today for our McMillan Coffee Afternoon.  The children have 

enjoyed baking in school over the last couple of days and we appreciate the donations that we 

have received from our families.  Thank you to all who attended and contributed to this 

invaluable charity. 

  

Our next fund raising event is Children in Need on Friday 14th November.  We will be holding a 

non-uniform day and the children are encouraged to wear something spotty and make a 

donation to the charity.  In addition, School Council have organised a Pudsey Bear Craft 

Competition.  Children are welcome to create a Pudsey Bear Craft at home and enter them into 

the competition.  All entries need to be in school for Thursday 13th November please.  For more 

information please see the Children in Need section of the newsletter. 

  

Finally I wish to inform you that Mrs McQuillan will be retiring at Christmas.  We are very sad to 

see Mrs McQuillan leave Ladywood but respect her decision to spend more time with her 

family.  Mrs McQuillan has been an excellent Early Years teacher and leader and a superb 



Assistant Head teacher – she will be missed very much by the children and adults at 

Ladywood.  We are in the process of recruiting. We are excited by our new appointment to EYFS 

Lead and we will be selecting a Deputy Head teacher within the next few weeks.  More details 

will follow at a later date. 

  

Have a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. On the last week of term, Y2 achieved the 

highest attendance of 98.8%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  



Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 



 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app. 

These are free of charge.  

After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Sports Arts and Crafts (KS1/KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Multi-sports (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 



• Every Thursday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Multi-sports (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

Awards 

 

 



 

 

Children in Need at Ladywood Primary!  

 



BBC Children in Need is asking the UK to challenge themselves to help make a difference when 

it’s needed most! 

 

Next week, Friday 14th November 2025 "wear something spotty", we are welcoming children 

to attend in non uniform (no jeans) but require a small donation of £1 for Children in Need! We 

would love for all children to be involved! 

 

We would like for children to bring a book to share with their friends throughout the day.  

 

Ladywood's Children in Need Competition!  

We are asking children in each class to design a Pudsey Bear craft at home whether this be a 

mask, a drawing of Pudsey Bear or even a Pudsey Bear puppet! There will be a prize for each 

class winner!  

Our competition closes Thursday 13th November 2025, please ensure children's names and 

classes are written on their masterpiece and handed into the school office!  

Good luck!  

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been discussing Bonfire Night and our own experiences of 

fireworks. In Maths, we have been practising recognising amounts without counting. 

Next week, we will be exploring the different types of celebrations that we can take part in and 

discuss any experiences we have had of celebrations. We will be reading the story of 'You Must 

Bring a Hat' where the characters go to a party. In Maths, we will be practising our counting and 

recognising that the last number we say is how many we have in total 

Please remember that our Library day is on a Monday. There are multiple children who are not 

bringing their books back and this is limiting the option of books for the other children. Please 

bring your current book back on Monday so that it can be swapped. Thank you! 

Miss Wilding  



Reception 

This week we have been talking about festivals and celebrations. We have spoken about the 

special events that we like to celebrate with family and friends i.e. birthdays, weddings, 

christenings and Christmas etc. We have spoken about bonfire night and fireworks and have 

also discussed how to keep safe. We have also explored the Hindu festival of Diwali and have 

researched how this is celebrated. We have been learning lots of new vocabulary in our 

discussions and our follow up tasks.  

In our Art work sessions we have been discussing Remembrance Day and the significance of the 

poppy. We have created some super poppy designs which will be on display in the hall next 

week.  

In our literacy sessions we have been reading "Anansi the Spider" by Gerald McDermott. The 

story is based on African folk love from the Ashanti people of Ghana. It is about a spider who is 

wise, clever and brave, who often triumphs over stronger foes and overcomes many challenges. 

We have used our own pictures to show different events in the story. The story has prompted 

some super discussions and opportunities to explore different cultures.  

In our mathematics we have been practising our careful counting skills and have been matching 

amounts to the correct number. We have also been working on early addition, by combining 2 

groups to find the total. We have been using the vocabulary needed for addition tasks.  

A super first week back Reception children, an enormous well done to you all! 

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff 

Picture of the week!  

 

Year 1 

Welcome back, Year 1! We’ve had a fantastic first week back after the half-term break, and it’s 

been wonderful to see all the children so enthusiastic and ready to learn. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


This week in Maths, we focused on partitioning numbers 6–9. The children worked hard to 

explore different ways to split numbers into parts, building their understanding of addition and 

number bonds. Their enthusiasm for practical activities really shone through! 

In Science, we continued our topic on plants. The children have been observing changes in in 

their pumpkin plants closely and asking thoughtful questions about how they grow and develop. 

It’s been brilliant to see their curiosity in action. 

We had a lovely creative session making poppy artwork. The children put lots of effort into their 

pieces, and they look fantastic! Don’t forget to come and buy your child’s artwork next week – 

they’ll be so proud to show it off. All money will go towards the poppy appeal!  

We also enjoyed baking buns for the Macmillan Coffee Afternoon. The children had a great time 

measuring, mixing, and decorating, and we hope everyone enjoyed tasting them too! 

It’s been a joyful and productive start to the half term. Well done, Year 1 – keep up the fantastic 

work! 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

Year 2 

This week we have had a fantastic first week back and have settled in really well.  

In reading we have been learning new vocabulary related to our story of "Drusilla’s diary", an 

alternative perspective of the story of Cinderella and we have discussed whether everyone’s 

opinion is the same. We displayed some very mature ideas during this discussion.  

In writing we have completed and purple pen edited our writing about coal mines. We have 

demonstrated great understanding about mines and mine safety. We have also showed that we 

now have a good understanding of single clause sentences and are becoming stronger at using 

two clause sentences joined with conjunctions like so, to and because.  

In maths we have showed great understanding of how numbers fit on a number line and now 

know that even if we can’t see what number is on the number line, we can use out knowledge 

of place value and counting to figure it out.  

In science we have completed out final lesson on how the same things can be made out of 

different materials and we are now ready to complete our topic assessment. This knowledge 

will help us when we come to our DT topic this half term, where we will choose suitable 

materials to make pouches for the miners to keep their belongings in.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


In RE we will learn the true meaning of gift giving at Christmas and we will explore what this 

ritual looks like in other cultures such as the Muslim culture.  

Next week we will start our new book “Felix the fast tractor and the great coal delivery” . 

Year 3 

This week, we have started a new book in our reading sessions called ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ 

all about a boy named Lenny who becomes an evacuee during World War 2. We have also 

focused on this text in literacy and we have started to learn skills that will help us to write a 

letter in role as an evacuee next week.  

In maths, we have practised writing three-digit numbers up to 1000 and we have counted in 

steps of 10 and 100 all the way up to 1000, using number patterns to help us with this.  

We started to learn about when and why World War 2 started in our history topic. In French we 

have learned our colours and we have used this knowledge to help us describe fireworks. In 

science we have learned about vertebrates and invertebrates and in R.E. we retold the Noah’s 

Ark story from The Old Testament of the Bible.  

We also created some beautiful poppy art for our Remembrance event in school next week and 

we were very excited to decorate some buns for our Macmillan afternoon in school this week 

too. We have had a very busy first week back! 

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have been exceptionally busy with creating art work for the 

Remembrance gallery, and learning about the history of the Gunpowder plot to fully understand 

bonfire night. Some children have also baked buns linked to maths (weighing/measures) to sell 

at todays coffee afternoon.  

In English, this week we finished our guided non chronological report on dragons and have 

created our own mythical creature to write our own non chronological reports next week. In 

maths, we have concentrated on adding 4 digit numbers and we will look at subtracting 4 digit 

numbers next week as well as looking at the most efficient method and counting in 200's and 

250's. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


In PE we have looked at dodgeball as it has been wet on the field. Hopefully we will be able to 

get out next week to get a practise of tag rugby before the next competition. We have recapped 

colours in French looking at creating a bonfire poem. In DT we have started to look at fastenings 

before we create a project using a fastening. 

Year 5 

In Maths, we continued to look at decimal numbers with hundredths and use our knowledge of 

decimal place value to convert between metres and centimetres.  

In English, we used relative clauses to add extra information about the key features of Mars 

rovers. We worked in groups and looked at the range of rovers that have been sent to Mars and 

added our own labels.  Next week, we will use these to begin writing expanded labels for our 

own rovers.  

In topic, we created artwork based on Remembrance Day using the theme of poppies. We cut 

images into strips, removed sections and used shading pencils to fill in the missing sections. 

These will be displayed in the hall on Tuesday 11th November at 3.15 p.m. 

Year 6 

It’s been a focused and creative week in Year 6 as we returned from the half-term break ready 

to learn! 

At the start of the week, the children completed a series of practice SATs papers in reading, 

SPaG, and maths. They approached these with maturity, determination, and great resilience – 

we are so proud of the effort and positive attitude they showed throughout. 

In English, we began exploring how to write high-quality descriptive settings based on our new 

text driver 'Holes' by Louis Sachar. The children identified effective features within example 

texts before applying these ideas to their own writing, using expanded noun phrases, commas 

in lists, and vivid vocabulary to describe the setting from Holes. They worked hard to create 

atmosphere and mood in their writing. 

In Maths, we revisited place value, focusing on how ten thousand and one hundred 

thousand can be composed, and reading and writing numbers up to one million. The children 

also practised their arithmetic fluency and reasoning skills, showing growing confidence in 

problem solving. 

Our Science lessons have been all about classification. We learned how vertebrates are grouped 

into five main categories and how plants are divided into four key types. The children enjoyed 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


using their scientific vocabulary and producing beautifully presented diagrams to show their 

understanding. 

In Computing, we discussed what makes a good website, thinking about layout, accessibility, 

and the importance of reliable information online. 

Finally, the week ended on a creative note as we worked on our Poppy Day artwork in 

preparation for our upcoming gallery event. The children’s designs are thoughtful, detailed, and 

full of meaning — we can’t wait for you to see them on display! 

It’s been a brilliant first week back – well done, Year 6! 

 

1 - Year 6 Booster sessions 

SATs booster sessions will begin next week for Year 6 pupils. Selected children have received letters inviting them to attend these 
sessions, and we strongly encourage their participation, as the boosters will provide valuable support in helping them reach their 

full potential. 

We kindly ask for your support in encouraging your child to attend as many sessions as possible to give them an extra boost 
towards achieving their goals. 

If your child has not received a letter, their attendance is not required; however, they are welcome to join if they wish. 



Poppy Appeal 

 

        Poppy Artwork Gallery – You’re Invited!         

We are excited to announce that our Poppy Artwork Gallery will be open to parents on Monday 

11th November at 3:15pm. 

The children will be working incredibly hard to create stunning poppy-themed artwork to 

commemorate Remembrance Day. Their creativity and thoughtfulness shine through in every 

piece, and we can’t wait to share their beautiful work with you. Each child’s artwork will be 

available to purchase for a generous donation, with all proceeds going directly to support the 

Poppy Appeal charity. We’d love for you to come along, celebrate the children’s achievements, 

and help us raise money for such a meaningful cause. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

2 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

11/11/2025 3.15pm  - Poppy Art Sale  

19/11/2025  - Parents Evening  

20/11/2025  - Y3 trip to Cannon Hall Museum  

21/11/2025  - Flu Spray Vaccinations  

26/11/2025  - Y6 visit to Crucial Crew  

12/12/2025  - Christmas Festive Themed Lunch  

15/12/2025  10.00am  - EYFS Christmas Performance  

15/12/2025 2.00pm  - EYFS Christmas Performance  



16/12/2025 5.00pm  - KS1 Christmas Performance  

17/12/2025 10.00am  - KS1 Christmas Performance  

17/12/2025 5.00pm  - KS2 Christmas Performance  

18/12/2025 9.30am  - KS2 Christmas Performance  

18/12/2025  - Christmas Dinner Day  

19/12/2025  - Last day of term  

05/01/2026  - School reopens  

14/01/2026  - Height and Weight check for Reception and Y6 children  

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill  

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 

Community Notice Board  

      Blaze Runner – Free Fire Safety Game for Families 

South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue has launched a free online game called Blaze Runner, designed to 

help families talk about fire escape plans in a fun and engaging way. 

It’s a retro-style maze game (think Pac-Man!) where players collect items like keys and phones 

to escape a house fire. 

          Free to play 

     Prizes available – including a family trip to Yorkshire Wildlife Park and £150 shopping 

vouchers 

     Families who register their score on the leader board will receive a free escape plan 

template to complete together 

www.blazerunnermaze.co.uk  

https://www.blazerunnermaze.co.uk/
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