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Intent

It is our intention that we will enable children to develop a sound knowledge, not only of Christianity, but also of other major world religions. This will be done by developing an awareness of spiritual and moral issues arising in their lives; developing investigative and research skills whilst exploring different faiths and religions
Aims

Religious Education (RE) at Ladywood Primary School will be provided in line with legal requirements. These are that:

· The basic curriculum will include provision for religious education for all pupils on the school roll.
· The content of the RE curriculum shall reflect the fact that, religious traditions in Great Britain are mainly Christian, whilst taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain.
Within the framework of the law and the agreed syllabus, our aims in RE are:

· To enable each child to explore our shared human experiences and to facilitate the questioning of meaning and purpose which arise from our experiences.

· To enable pupils to know about and understand the beliefs and practices of some of the great religions of the world, particularly those represented in Barnsley and the UK. Among these religions, Christianity has a particular place, and is taught each year in the primary phase.
· To promote respect, sensitivity and cultural awareness by teaching about the religions represented in the region and in the country.
· To affirm each child in his/her own family tradition, religious or secular.
· To provide children with opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.
· To develop the ability of pupils to think about, and develop for themselves, beliefs and values by which they can live, through studying concepts like celebration, the sacred, authority, religious belief and lifestyle, and through exploring the fundamental questions of life.

Implementation
An overview, giving the focus of study, is available for teachers and other interested parties alongside this policy. RE will be based around termly themes in EYFS, where Christianity will be studied each year. Years 2- 6 will also have major learning opportunities with regard to the other five religions: Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, Sikhism and Hinduism.
Teaching and Learning Styles

Our aim is to develop RE through art, drama, speaking and listening activities, visits, posters, photos, videos, display work and other active learning strategies. Cross-curricular work is encouraged, in line with whole school policy on teaching and learning. 

Resources
Books and replica artifacts are stored in labelled RE storage boxes in the library at Ladywood. These should always be returned after use in a tidy order. There is also a range of RE ‘big books’ together with a set of 6 small books for each, which cover most major religions. Other books are also available in school. There are now several websites appropriate to RE topics, including virtual tours of places of worship, and we have bought CD ROMs, which specifically support RE. Staff may need to familiarise themselves with these prior to planning, and are invited to suggest gaps in the resources for future spending.

Special Educational Needs, EAL and Multi Faiths

Whole school policy with regard to special needs and differentiation applies to RE; teachers should be alert to the fact that some children have special and deep experience of a religion through family practice. This of course may not relate to their general educational ability.

Impact
We report on pupils’ progress and attainment in RE, as required by law. We intend to make specific, individual, accurate comments on each child’s progress in RE, based on regular monitoring of children’s work and teacher’s planning.

Withdrawal

We note the rights of parents to withdraw their children from RE, and of teachers to withdraw from teaching the subject. We aim to provide an open curriculum which can be taught to all pupils, by all staff. Please refer questions from parents about withdrawals to the coordinator or Headteacher. There are no pupils withdrawn from RE at present.
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