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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week the children and staff have been practising hard to perfect their Christmas 

Performances which will take place as follows: 

• Monday 15.12.25 EYFS Christmas Performances at 10am 

• Monday 15.12.25 EYFS Christmas Performance at 2pm 

• Tuesday 16.12.25 KS2 Christmas Performance at 2pm – this is an additional performance 

as some parents had not purchased the tickets allocated to them before they went on 

general sale.  There are plenty of spare tickets available for this performance.  

• Tuesday 16.12.25 KS1 Christmas Performance at 5pm 

• Wednesday 17.12.25 KS1 Christmas Performance at 10am 

• Wednesday 17.12.25 KS2 Christmas Performance at 5pm 

• Thursday 18.12.25 KS2 Christmas Performance at 9.30am  

You are in for a special treat as all the performances are outstanding!  Please do not forget your 

tickets when you attend performances – they are required for entry so that we stick to health 

and safety regulations for capacity. 

 

We will be holding a raffle for Christmas and tickets will be on sale at the start of each 

performance. 

 

Children may wear Christmas Jumpers on Thursday 18.12.25 for Christmas Dinner which you 

will need to order on the app. 

 

Santa’s Secret Store has been very popular with the children this week; they have enjoyed 

buying and wrapping gifts for parents, carers and family members.  It has been joyful to see 

their excitement when shopping for their loved ones.  Any profits from the store are going 

towards Christmas activities and events such as calendar making and Christmas 

parties.  Christmas parties will be held on Friday afternoon 19.12.25.  Children can come in 

party clothes on this day but please remember to send them with sensible shoes and warm 

clothing so that they are not cold at play and lunchtime. 



 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 98.3%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 



cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 



 

 

Awards 

 



 

 



 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been talking about the celebration of Christmas and how we 

celebrate Christmas. In Maths, we have been talking about positional language and trying to use 

words to describe our positions. We have also been creating our Christmas cards and calendars 

which will be going home over the next few days. 

Next week, we will be discussing the Nativity story and the events that happen in the story. In 

Maths, we will continue to look at positional language and describe where things are.  

Please can children come in white or light-coloured underwear for our performances on 

Monday. Some of the costumes can be slightly see through so it means underwear will not be 

on show. Thank you 

Reception 

This week we have been busy preparing for our Nativity play. We have been singing our songs, 

rehearsing our lines and enjoyed trying on our costumes. We have been reading the Nativity 

story and have drawn our own pictures to show different scenes and events.  

In our mathematics we have been looking at patterns and the patterns that we can see all 

around us. We have been focussing on repeating patterns and have used lots of different 

resources to create our own patterns. We have also been revising the number bonds that we 

know up to 5. We have been identifying the pairs of numbers that make 3, 4 and 5. We are 

learning how to write our own number sentences to show our calculations.  



In our curriculum lessons we have been exploring how Christmas is celebrated. We have spoken 

about how we prepare for Christmas and how we plan to celebrate with family and friends.  

Next week we are looking forward to performing our Nativity play. We are looking forward to 

our festive lunch, we are also excited about our Christmas party on Friday. Children can come to 

school in their party clothes on this day. Can we please ask for sensible footwear to be worn as 

we will be playing outdoors as usual.  

A super week Reception class!  

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff  

Picture of the week!  

 

Year 1 

We’ve had a wonderful and festive week of learning in Year 1! Here’s a look at what we’ve been 

up to: 

This week, the children enjoyed reading "One Snowy Night". We explored the characters, setting, 

and events in the story, and the children practised retelling the story. They particularly enjoyed 

using story maps and actions to help them remember the sequence. Ask your child to retell the 

story at home—you might hear some brilliant storytelling! 

In Science, we learned how to name and group different animals. The children explored 

categories such as mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish. They loved sorting pictures 

and discussing what makes each group unique. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Festivity has arrived in Year 1! The children have been creating their Christmas cards. They 

worked carefully and creatively, and we can’t wait for you to see their beautiful designs. 

In RE, we focused on the Nativity story. The children learned simple actions to help them 

remember the key events—from the angel visiting Mary to the journey to Bethlehem and the 

birth of Jesus. They have really enjoyed acting out the story together. 

Polite reminder to bring in top/bottom clothing for underneath the children’s costumes for next 

week’s Christmas play. We have been busy sorting out the costumes we have in school and had 

our first dress rehearsal this week. If your child is a singer, they will need a Christmas jumper. 

Thank you and have a lovely weekend! 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan.  

Year 2 

What an incredible week we’ve had in Year 2! The children have continued to make excellent 

progress across all areas of their learning, and we are so proud of the enthusiasm and 

determination they show every single day. 

In English, we have been focusing on contractions and prefixes and suffixes. The children have 

worked hard to understand how these word parts can change meaning and help us write more 

clearly and creatively. This learning will be extremely useful as we begin preparing our next Big 

Write pieces next week. The confidence and independence the children are showing in their 

writing is wonderful to see. 

In Maths, the class has made fantastic progress adding three addends. We have been using tens 

frames and number lines to help us visualise the numbers, and we are now able to solve word 

problems linked to number stories using three addends too. The children have shown brilliant 

resilience and reasoning skills—well done Year 2! 

Our Christmas Concert is now almost ready for the big performance next week. The children 

have been practising with great energy and excitement, and we are very much looking forward 

to our full dress rehearsals. You are in for a real treat! 

This week, we also began our mindfulness journaling. The children have enjoyed taking time to 

reflect on how wonderful, kind, and resilient they are. Journaling is helping us organise our 

thoughts so we can focus even better on our learning. Alongside this, we have started listening 

to daily affirmations to help us speak positively about ourselves and build confidence. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


Next week is our much-anticipated Christmas Fun Week! We have parties, Christmas lunches, 

and of course “The Big Show”. We cannot wait to share all our hard work with the people we 

love. 

Have a magical weekend! 

Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have read the story ‘Coming Home’ by Michael Morpurgo and we have 

started to use expanded noun phrases to describe what the robin sees on his journey.   

We are continuing to read our book- ‘The Lion and the Unicorn’ in Whole Class Reading and we 

have learnt some excellent vocabulary linked to our WW2 topic.  

In maths, we have been using known number facts to help us to partition numbers when we are 

solving problems.  We have finished our topic on World War 2 and we discussed when the war 

ended and the effect it had on people.  

In French, we have learned the months of the year and in science we have learned about 

muscles and how they help us to move. We have done dodgeball in our P.E. lessons this week 

and we have made Christmas cards in our art lesson too. We have also practised our 

performance including our Christmas songs in music.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom    

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have written a character description of the "Iron Man" before he fell off 

the cliff and broke apart after finding part of his body in the playground. We have also looked at 

locating fronted adverbials and expanded noun phrases in a good example. We have also looked 

at what usually happens in a story with a build up, a problem happening and solving the 

problem at the end of the story through a resolution. Next week we will attempt to re write 

each part of the Iron Man story.  

In maths this week we have looked at the 3 times table and began to look at the correlation 

between 3's and 6's. This will continue next week as well as adding the 9's and 12's with this 

looking at how each of the times tables relate to each other.  

Elsewhere we have been practising for our concerts which take place next week on Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday.   

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


Next week in the wider curriculum we will be making our calendars and cards which can be 

taken home at the end of the week. We will also have Christmas dinner and our party next week 

( Friday) where children can come in party clothes and will have some nibbles and some dances. 

Year 5 

We’ve had a very busy and festive week in class! The children have enjoyed making their 

Christmas calendars and have been working hard rehearsing for our Christmas performance – 

enthusiasm is definitely building.  

In English, we completed a shared write about a rover named Pilgrim, ensuring we included all 

the key features of an expanded explanation text.  

In Maths, the children completed some assessments and continued our work on money, 

learning how to explain and represent whole pounds and pence as quantities, as well as 

comparing different amounts of money.  

Next week, we will continue to find out more about  the Vikings. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have worked incredibly hard this week as they completed several SATs practice papers in 

reading, SPaG and maths. Their focus, resilience and positive attitudes were fantastic to see. 

In English, the children practised using cohesive devices and took part in a shared write, 

modelling how to write the opening of a letter. In Maths, they worked on subtracting powers of 

10, recognising number patterns, estimating on number lines and solving problems using 

column addition and subtraction. 

We also continued our Christmas concert rehearsals, and the children are sounding wonderful 

as they prepare for their performance. 

The week ended with Music, French, and PE, rounding off a productive and festive week of 

learning! 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/
mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

 

1 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

15/12/2025  10.00am  - EYFS Christmas Performance  

15/12/2025 2.00pm  - EYFS Christmas Performance  

16/12/2025 2.00pm  - KS2 additional Christmas Performance  

16/12/2025 5.00pm  - KS1 Christmas Performance  

17/12/2025 10.00am  - KS1 Christmas Performance  

17/12/2025 5.00pm  - KS2 Christmas Performance  

18/12/2025 9.30am  - KS2 Christmas Performance  



18/12/2025  - Christmas Dinner Day  

19/12/2025  - Last day of term  

05/01/2026  - School reopens  

14/01/2026  - Height and Weight check for Reception and Y6 children  

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill  

11/02/2026  - Young Voices  

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 



 

 



Community Notice Board  
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