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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This week we have had several parents and carers that were rightly uncomfortable about a 

parent being present on school premises wearing a body camera.  I would like to reassure all 

parents and carers that this is not acceptable on school grounds under any circumstances and 

that the school is working in the background to resolve this matter.  Using any recording device 

on school premises is a safeguarding risk as children could be filmed unintentionally.  Staff are 

monitoring the situation on school grounds and would not hesitate to take the appropriate 

course of action to ensure the safety of our children.  Should anyone feel that themselves or 

their child(ren) have been filmed upon leaving the school premises we would advice you to 

contact the appropriate authorities. 

This week we have focused on ‘Stranger Danger’ in assemblies and the children have been 

taught 3 rules to remember to keep them safe particularly with the half term holiday 

approaching.  We have also spoken about ‘safe adult’ and they have been encouraged to talk to 

their parents and carers about who their safe adults are.   Please remember that tomorrow is an 

INSET day for children and therefore we break for half term today and return on Monday 2nd 

June. 

As you are aware we have had some staffing issues that have been beyond our control since the 

start of the calendar year.  We have done our very best to manage the situation strategically 

with the best interest of the children in mind.  Sadly there has been some unsettled behaviour 

and a few children have persistently made the wrong choices and let themselves down.  It 

would be tremendous if parents and carers could remind their children of being respectful, 

resilient and polite.  We instil these values into the children and encourage them to use their 

thinking brain to make the correct choices – if parents and carers do the same I am confident 

we can get all the children back on track.  Thank you in anticipation of your support.   

There will be some further staffing changes when we come back to school following the half 

term holiday as follows; 

• w/c 02.06.25 Year 6 will be taught by Mr Bowering in the morning and Mrs Heeley in the 

afternoon in order to support them with their final SATS work - writing. 

• w/c 02.06.25 Year 4 will be taught by Mrs Heeley in the morning and Mr Bowering in the 

afternoon to support them with their upcoming Multiplication Times Check. 

• w/c 09.06.25 Mr Bowering will return to Year 4 for the rest of the year and a teacher is 

being sought for Year 6. 



If anyone has any queries about these arrangements please contact us and we will arrange a 

mutually convenient time to discuss your enquiry. 

I hope you all have a lovely, restful half term holiday; see you in June. 

  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y1 achieved the highest 

attendance of 98.6%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  



Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 



 

 

 

Before & After School Clubs  

Breakfast club  

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.  



 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for the rest of the academic year are live for booking on the school 

gateway app. These are free of charge. After school club information is as follows: 

• Every Monday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Rounders (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Cricket  (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Multi-Sports (KS1 Y1 & Y2) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Art Club (KS1 & KS2 Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Thursday 3.15pm  - 4.15pm Grassroots Multi-Sports (KS2, Y3 to Y6) 

Places are limited.  

Awards 

 



 

 



 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been reading the story of 'Jack and the Beanstalk'. We have 

discussed different versions of the story and made comparisons. We have also been discussing 

what plants need to grow by growing our own virtual plants. In Maths, we have been learning 

about height and trying to use language to describe the height of objects. 

After Half Term, we will be reading the story of 'The Tadpole's Promise' where we will be looking 

at the life cycle of butterflies and frogs. In our Curriculum lessons, we will be looking at where 

different animals live. In Maths, we be counting out amounts and looking at the different ways 

that these can be represented. 

As the weather is heating up, please ensure that you child is bringing a sun hat to school 

everyday. We have a few spare hats but not enough for all children to wear one at once. Thank 

you 

Reception 

We have loved reading "Hairy Maclary". We have enjoyed the rhyming in the story and have 

identified pairs of rhyming words. We have thought of some super words to describe the 

characters in the story. We have drawn our own pictures of the characters and have sounded 

out own words when writing our labels.  

In our topic work sessions we have continued with our work on traditional tales. This week we 

have been reading "Jack and the Beanstalk". We are trying to encourage children to use 

expression when taking on the role of a character.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/eyfs-playful-puffins/


In our Mathematics we have been using a number line to help us position numbers in the right 

place. We have also been using a number line to help as with addition and subtraction tasks. We 

have been learning how to jump backwards and forward accurately along a number line.  

When we come back after the half term holiday we will be focussing on transition. We will be 

talking about growth and changes. We are particularly excited about having visits to the big 

playground  with Year 5 buddies.  

Have a lovely week everyone! 

An enormous well done for all the super progress this half term.  

Mrs McQuillan and Reception staff  

Picture of the week  

 

Year 1 

This week in English, Year One have been writing an information leaflet all about penguins. We 

have found out lots of fun facts including, where penguins live, different species and how they 

move around. 

In Maths, the children continued to work hard on counting money. This week we had to skip 

count in a range of 2s, 5s and 10s to get a total value.  

In Art, we have been learning about sculptures. Year one used modelling clay to make a 

sculpture inspired by artist Barbara Hepworth. Her sculptures had inside and outside spaces. 

The children had some very creative ideas.  

We have sent our runner bean plants home, it was amazing to watch them grow in such a short 

amount of time!  

Have a lovely half term, 

Miss Adams and Mrs Wilson 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Year 2 

This week we have started our new book "The Rang-Tan" in whole class reading, we have had a 

wonderful time researching facts about the rainforests and how they are being destroyed so 

that palm trees can be planted in order to harvest palm oil, we were shocked to find out that 

over 50% of products in shops actually contain palm oil. We have practiced our inference skills 

throughout this book by discussing how the characters might be feeling about what is 

happening to the rainforests and practiced our retrieval skills by answering questions related to 

the text and finding evidence about the rainforest destruction to support out answers.  

This week we have also had lots of fun completing practice ‘quizzes’ (SAT’s) ready for our 

informal ‘quizzes’ after the holidays. These ‘quizzes’ are just a little check of what we know and 

have learned this year so that we can tell out new teacher next year, what we already know and 

what we need to learn more of! We have all worked like champions and been so positive 

throughout and are actually really looking forward to real thing after half term! In DT we have 

used a range of materials to complete our fire engines and experimented with different joining 

techniques to bring the final piece together. All our hard work has paid off and they look 

amazing! 

Year 3 

In English this week, we have re-capped past and present tense and we have focused on 

identifying perfect present tense in writing. We have also had a go at using it in our own writing. 

After the half-term holiday, we will be writing independently about earthquakes and volcanoes.  

In maths, we have used what we have learned to solve a variety of three-digit addition and 

subtraction calculations. We have set some homework for over the half term holiday so that 

children can continue to practise these skills.  

In art we have continued to focus on line and we have used a technique called continuous line 

drawing to help us sketch self-portraits.   

In geography, we have learned about the names of different volcanoes and we have labelled a 

diagram of a volcano using the correct terminology. 

In P.E. we played a game of cricket and in French we learned the names of different fruits and 

vegetables.  

In science we learned about different animals and we researched what they ate.  

Thank you for your continued support and we hope you all have a lovely half-term break.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Mrs Guy.  

 

Year 4 

In English, we wrote diary entries from the perspective of Lord Carnavon or Lady Evelyn about 

exploring the tomb of Tutankhamun and we are now beginning to look at biographies.  In 

reading we have used and found a range of synonyms related to the Mongol Empire and 

Genghis Khan. 

In Maths, we have been placing mixed numbers on unmarked number lines as well as 

developing our skills of estimation. Next week we will look at the comparison of mixed numbers 

including when the denominators are different. 

In RE, we have learnt about the Ploughing Festival and will be looking at new festival traditions 

next week. In French, we have been naming a range of jungle animals which we will continue 

practicing next week.  In Geography we looked at the uses of rivers and our next focus will be 

pollution and erosion.  

Year 5 

This week in English, we enjoyed designing our own mechanimals (a hybrid of a robot and an 

animal). We were inspired by our class novel ‘Cogheart’ and wrote character descriptions to go 

with them. We also continued writing our short science fiction narratives and began editing and 

publishing them. After half-term, we will start our new book ‘The Lost Thing’. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


In Maths, we completed our work on division through solving multi-step problems using 

efficient division strategies. Next, we started our new unit on calculating with decimal fractions 

and explained the effects of multiplying and dividing a number by 10, 100 and 1000. Next, we 

will use our knowledge of multiplication and division to convert between units of measure. 

In Design and Technology, we started our new unit on ‘Bridges’. We explored ways in which 

pillars and beams are used to span gaps and used technical vocabulary to explain how beams 

are constructed. We tested the effectiveness of different beam/pillar designs and evaluated 

them. Next we will explore was in which trusses can be used to strengthen bridges. 

Year 6 

This week we have been working hard on our writing- writing a new piece and editing our old 

ones ready for writing assessments after the holidays. We will continue with these after the 

break. In the afternoons we have been looking at topic and deserts again finishing our reports 

of different deserts of the world. We have also continued PD looking at alcohol and drugs. 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/
mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

1 - Term dates 2024 2025 

Useful dates  

23/05/2025  - Inset day (school closed to children) 

Week commencing 26/05/2025  - Half Term (school closed to children) 

02/06/2025  - School reopens  

Week commencing 02/06/2025 and 09/06/2025  -  Year 4 Multiplication Times Check 

Week commencing 09/06/2025 and 16/06/2025  - Year 1, (and Y2 pupils who did not pass last 

year), Phonic Screening Check 

18/06/2025  - International Picnic Day  

25/06/2025 - KS2 Music Festival The Metrodome Arena (Parents welcome to attend £5 tickets 

available to purchase on the day) 

Week commencing 14/07/2025  - Y6 Bikeability (more information to follow) 

21/07/2025  - Fun Fair Picnic Day  

21/07/2025  - Ladywood Summer Fayre  



22/07/2025  - Inset day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering   

 

 

 



Community Notice Board  

 

2 - Playworks Childcare available!  
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