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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Thank you all so much for the support you have shown school and your children this week with 

your attendance at the Christmas Performances.  We were really proud of all the children for 

the parts they played in their performances and could see they all increased in confidence over 

the last few weeks.  The raffle has been drawn and the winning tickets communicated to pupil 

contacts.  If you are one of the lucky winners please bring your ticket along to reception to 

collect your prize. 

This morning we have had an emotional assembly to celebrate Mrs McQuillan’s retirement.  We 

are all extremely sad to see Mrs McQuillan leave Ladywood for the last time.  She has been an 

outstanding teacher and member of the leadership team at school and will be missed very 

much by staff and children alike.  We do wish Mrs McQuillan lots of luck, love and happiness in 

her retirement.  

We have rounded the day off with children’s Christmas Parties which the children have 

thoroughly enjoyed. It has been lovely to share their excitement at this special time of year and 

witness them all dressed up in their party clothes.  

A massive thanks, on behalf of all staff, for your Christmas gifts – it is unnecessary but 

appreciated.  We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  We 

hope you enjoy spending time with your family and loved ones and … of course, we hope 

everyone is on the good list and gets visited by Santa. 

We will see you in January 2026 when school reopens on Monday the 5th.  

 

Have a lovely weekend.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y4 achieved the highest 

attendance of 99.2%. WELL DONE! 



Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 



• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 

 

 



 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been talking about the celebration of Christmas and why we 

celebrate it. In Maths, we have been talking about positional language and trying to use words 

to describe our positions. We tried so hard for our Christmas Performances and we hoped you 

enjoyed it. 

After the holidays, we will be starting our new topic of 'Journeys' where we will be reading the 

story of 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt'. In Maths, we will be practising our careful counting. 

Thank you for all of the support this Term. Have a lovely holiday and I will see you in the New 

Year, love Miss Wilding!  

Reception 

Our week started with 2 fabulous Nativity performances. We were all incredibly proud of how 

well our children sang, read lines and acted out the story. The children loved performing for our 

audiences on Monday morning and afternoon.  

We have been singing lots of Christmas songs in class and have enjoyed lots of Christmas stories. 

We have been talking about how  we celebrate Christmas at home with our family and friends.  

We have also been talking about Winter and the seasonal changes that occur. We have used lots 

of non fiction books to explore the changes that happen now winter is here. Children have used 

their own pictures to show some of these changes.  

In class discussions we have been using full sentences with lots of new vocabulary to explain 

what happens in the winter.  



I have loved our Christmas week together Reception children and I hope you all have a super 

Christmas with all your families and friends.  

I have also loved the whole term with you. I have seen you all grow and develop and progress in 

every way.  

It has been a pleasure and a privilege teaching you all. An enormous well done for all the super 

achievements you have made.  

Thank you Reception children and families for a truly wonderful last term at Ladywood.  

I wish you all a very happy Christmas and all the very best for 2026, I will miss you all 

enormously, remember - keep reading!  

All my love,  

Mrs McQuillan  

Picture of the week!  

 

Year 1 

What a wonderful and festive final week we have had in Year 1! The children have been 

incredibly busy and have embraced the Christmas spirit. We were so proud of the children 

during their Christmas play. They sang beautifully, spoke confidently and showed great 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


teamwork. Thank you to all families who came to support – the children loved performing for 

you! 

The children also enjoyed a delicious Christmas dinner, which was a real highlight of the week. 

There were lots of smiles as they shared this special meal with their friends. 

Our Christmas party was full of fun, laughter and excitement. The children enjoyed games, 

dancing and celebrating together. To end the festivities, we all settled down to enjoy a 

Christmas film, a lovely calm way to finish a very busy term. 

We are extremely proud of how hard the children have worked this term and how much 

progress they have made. They have shown kindness, resilience and a fantastic attitude to 

learning. 

Thank you for your continued support throughout the term. We wish you and your families a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look forward to welcoming the children back 

refreshed and ready for a new term in January. 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

Year 2 

What an amazing half term it has been in Year 2! The children have worked incredibly hard and 

should be very proud of everything they have achieved.  

In writing, we have loved exploring Felix the Fast Tractor and his exciting escapades in the snow. 

The children produced some fantastic pieces of writing, carefully using expanded noun phrases, 

conjunctions, contractions and a range of suffixes to make their sentences more interesting and 

detailed. Their confidence and independence as writers has grown so much this half term. 

In maths, the children have made brilliant progress adding two-digit numbers, placing numbers 

accurately on a number line and confidently tackling word problems. Their perseverance and 

problem-solving skills have really shone through. 

In DT, we have designed our mining pouches linked to our history learning. The children have 

shown great creativity and thoughtfulness in their designs, and we can’t wait to begin making 

and finishing them after half term. 

We are also so excited to start our new history topic, The Great Fire of London, next half term. 

Finally, the children did an outstanding job in our Christmas nativity and made their teachers 

and the whole school incredibly proud. We hope parents were just as proud too! 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


We wish you all a safe, happy Christmas and hope you get everything you have asked for.             

Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have continued to read ‘Coming Home’ by Michael Morpurgo and this 

text has inspired us to write our own stories about animals trying to get home to their own 

families.    

We have also answered questions about our story, ‘The lion and the Unicorn’ in whole class 

reading and we have practised spelling words with the prefixes ‘dis’ and ‘im.’ 

In maths, we have practised adding and subtracting ones and tens when we cross hundred 

boundaries.  

In computing, we have created our own animations using emotions and in French we learned 

how to write the date.  

We also did some Christmas art activities too where we made paper chains and snowflakes to 

decorate our classroom.  

We have also performed our ‘Wizard of Oz’ play to parents and we enjoyed a Christmas film and 

party at the end of the week.  

We would like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and we hope 

you all have a well-earned rest!  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

A very merry Christmas to you all. Thank you for attending our wonderful performances this 

week. I hope you have enjoyed them as much as we have. In lessons we have written a recount 

of what has happened in our novel the Iron Man. We have been looking at the 6 times table in 

maths looking at the adjacent multiples. We have also created our Christmas cards in the style 

of William Morris our artist for this term and created calendars which will hopefully remind the 

children to practice their timetables when they see them on TT Rockstars or by just practising. 

WE have also been working hard in DT on our bags that we have been making with Mrs Dean. 

NEXT WEEK I hope you will all be enjoying the festivities. 

 When we come back, we will be carrying on with our story of the Iron Man in English and in 

Maths we will be looking at the relationships between the 3's and 6's times tables. In the wider 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


curriculum, we will be continuing our unit of electricity with Mrs Dean in science. In PE, we will 

continue with basketball and dodgeball and in History we will be continuing our journey 

through time looking at Elizabeth the first.  

Have a really great Christmas and a super New Year.  

Mr Bowering, Mrs Ward and Mrs Guy. 

Year 5 

We’ve had a busy and exciting end to the term. The children have been a pleasure to teach and 

we are very proud of their hard work and achievements. We hope you all enjoyed our Christmas 

performances this week; the children have worked really hard and we are so proud of their 

resilience and effort. 

In English, we completed our expanded explanation texts on our Mars rovers and enjoyed 

sharing them with our peers. After Christmas, we will begin our new book ‘Room 13’ and will 

read this leading up to our residential to Cober Hill and will continue to read it whilst there. We 

will find out about some of the key areas of interest of Whitby and discover what is really hiding 

in Room 13. In Maths, we converted quantities of money between pounds and pence and used 

our knowledge of addition to efficiently add commonly used prices. In our topic sessions, we 

added the final touches to our Christmas cards and calendars and the children are looking 

forward to sharing them with you. 

We would like to wish all of our families a happy Christmas and thank you all for your continued 

support! 

Year 6 

Year 6 have enjoyed a wonderful and festive final week of term, combining focused learning 

with lots of Christmas fun! 

In English, the children planned and wrote their own informal letters, choosing from different 

writing scenarios and applying the features we have been practising, including appropriate tone 

and structure. Many pupils showed great independence and pride when writing and presenting 

their final versions.  

In Maths, we explored co-ordinates and shape, plotting points, translating and reflecting shapes 

on a four-quadrant grid. These skills were revisited through fun Christmas-themed activities, 

helping to keep learning engaging right up to the end of term.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


The children also enjoyed lots of festive activities, including making Christmas cards and 

calendars, taking part in Santa’s Workshop, and enjoying Christmas games and celebrations 

together. We were incredibly proud of Year 6 during their performances of The Wizard of Oz, 

where they showed confidence, teamwork and enthusiasm. 

We ended the week with a class Christmas party, music and games — a lovely way to celebrate 

a fantastic term of hard work. 

Thank you for your continued support. We wish all our families a very happy and restful 

Christmas break!             

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

 

1 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

05/01/2026  - School reopens  

14/01/2026  - Height and Weight check for Reception and Y6 children  

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill  

11/02/2026  - Young Voices  

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering  
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