
 

 

 Ladywood Weekly News   



Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y2 achieved the highest 

attendance of 97%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  



• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 
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Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have started our new topic of 'Journeys'. We have been reading the 

story of 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt' and trying to join in with the repeated phrases in the story. 

We have also explored different art techniques to recreate the settings from the story. In Maths, 

we have been trying to represent numbers in different ways.  

Next week, we will be reading the story of 'Rosie Revere Engineer' and designing our own type 

of vehicle that we can make. In Maths, we will continue to represent numbers in different ways. 



We have a lot of children that seem to have very similar coats at the moment. Please can you 

ensure that names are written in these to help staff identify whose coat is whose. This also 

applies to gloves and hats. Thank you. 

Reception 

We have been continuing to get to know each other in reception this week and have been 

learning about each other to build our friendships and relationships. The children have told me 

some lovely things about themselves including things that they like, enjoy doing and places that 

they visit with their families. It has been lovely to get to know the children more. 

This week in our topic, we have continued to learn about journeys and how we get to school 

and have drawn some fantastic pictures to show the places we see on the way. 

In literacy learning, we have been thinking about the boy from the story "Lost and Found" and 

have been drawing pictures to represent what the boy would pack in his suitcase. We have been 

using our developing phonic knowledge and writing skills to write labels for our pictures. 

In number learning, we have been practising different ways to make the number five using 

cubes, Numicon and five frames and have practised recording this using number sentences. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Hopson and the EYFS Team 

Year 1 

We hope you have had a lovely week. The children have been working very hard in Year 1. 

In English, we have been focusing on our sentence writing. The children have produced a 

retelling of the story – "Samson the sloth".  Next week, we are going to write a fact file about 

sloths and this also links to our Science topic – animals including humans.  

In Maths, we have been continuing to develop our understanding of numbers. The children 

have been counting forwards and backwards to 100, recognising missing numbers in a 100 

square, and practising simple addition and subtraction using practical resources and first, then, 

now stories.  

In Reading, we have been revising previously learned sounds and introducing new ones. Please 

continue to practise reading at home each day, as this really helps to build confidence and 

fluency. We hope you found the reading tips sent out to you helpful.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Have a lovely weekend all, 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

Year 2 

This week in Year 2 has been full of learning, creativity and celebration! In reading, we have 

learned so much about Mary Seacole and her incredible life. We discovered how she loved 

reading and learning—just like we do in Year 2—and how she never gave up on her dreams, 

even when things were difficult. We are now beginning to explore the life of Florence 

Nightingale and the amazing work she did during the Crimean War, helping others and changing 

healthcare forever. 

In writing, we have finally completed our big write pieces and we’re pleased to report that 

Christmas was saved… for most of us at least! The children worked incredibly hard and should 

be very proud of their finished work. 

In maths, we have learned a new strategy for adding three one-digit numbers using part–part–

whole models, and the children picked this up brilliantly. We are now ready to move on to 

adding numbers that require bridging 10. Luckily, we are already very confident at finding 

number pairs to 10, which will really help us with this next step. 

We have also finished our pouches, and they turned out amazing! We are so proud of ourselves 

and each other. We’ve enjoyed music this week, and in PE we’re getting to grips with dodgeball. 

Next week, we’ll begin a new writing topic about a certain bear found in London, and continue 

exploring maps and compass points in geography. 

Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have thought carefully about vocabulary and we have used our chosen 

vocabulary to write sentences to describe giants from "The BFG" story. We have practised using 

different sentence types, including simple, compound and complex sentences.  

We have read a book called ‘Grandad’s Secret Giant’ in Whole Class Reading and we have 

answered comprehension questions about what we have read.  

In maths, we have been counting in multiples of 2, 20, 5, 50 and 25 and we have solved 

problems using this skill. 

In geography this week we have named and located some of the European countries and in P.E. 

we have practised our dodgeball and basketball skills.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


We enjoyed being architects in art this week as we had a go at sketching parts of St Paul’s 

Cathedral. We used careful shading techniques to create dark and light effects on our work.  

In R.E. we re-capped The Palm Sunday story and we have practised singing ‘Three Little birds’ by 

Bob Marley in our music session.  

In science this week we have learned how leaves make food for the plant in a process called 

photosynthesis and in computing we have used the stop motion to create our own stories.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in Whole Class Read we have used texts about mountains in The UK to recap our 

Geography from last week. In Geography this week, we have located other mountain ranges 

around the world.  

In English, we have been using speech in our stories of the "Iron Man".  

Next week we will be writing our own science fiction narrative. 

In maths, we have been finding multiples of 3 and 6 through adding the digit sums before 

moving onto our 9 times table which we will continue next week.  

In Science we have continues to look at electricity and in PE we have finished our units of 

dodgeball and began to look at skills of passing and dribbling using our hands.  

In French, we have been saying our families in the French language.  

Year 5 

In English this week, we continued reading "Room 13" and discovered that Fliss decided to go 

on the school trip and that more sinister things are beginning to happen. We continued to focus 

on her nightmare by identifying where the author has tried to build tension and suspense 

through short sentences and extended sentences. We also looked carefully at vocabulary and 

how it can be used to suggest mood and atmosphere.  

In Maths, we completed our unit on money by using the most efficient strategies when adding 

and subtracting money. Once confident, we looked at purchasing several items and finding 

change.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


Next week, we will begin to look at negative numbers. In topic, we continued our research on 

The Vikings and completed information posters using PicCollage on the iPads. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another fantastic week of learning, showing brilliant focus and enthusiasm 

across the curriculum! 

In English, we have continued our diary writing unit. The children practised using verb tenses 

accurately, created atmosphere through carefully chosen vocabulary and symbolism, and 

worked together on a shared diary entry before planning and writing their own independent 

diary pieces filled with thoughts, feelings and experiences.  

In Maths, we explored how scaling affects calculations. The children investigated what happens 

when factors are doubled/halved, how the product changes when scaling up and down, and 

how scaling the dividend and divisor impacts them. 

In History, we continued our exciting Prehistory topic. The children explored why Stonehenge is 

such an important national site, then moved on to learning about the Bronze Age and Iron Age, 

discovering how materials and tools changed through time. 

In Personal Development, we had thoughtful discussions about what makes people the same 

and different, including how to recognise and challenge stereotypes. In RE, the children learned 

about Sikh worship through prayer and created posters explaining the meaning of the Mool 

Mantar. 

We also enjoyed Music, French, and PE sessions, keeping our learning balanced and active 

throughout the week. 

Well done, Year 6 – another great week of progress and positivity! 

 

1 - Year 6 Booster sessions 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


Please find a timetable of booster sessions with the time they take place. Please take note that Thursday’s booster session has 
now changed to Monday. We highly encourage all year 6 children to try and attend as much as possible to support their learning. 

If you have any questions about your child attending booster sessions, please speak to Mrs Bradbury. 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

 

2 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

26/01/2026 - 30/01/2026  - Y5 Cober Hill  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


11/02/2026  - Young Voices  

13/02/2026  - Last day of term  

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

24/02/2026  - School reopens   

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering  
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