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Friday 6th February 2026 

 



Dear parent / carer,  

 

As promised we now have further details within the newsletter this week about World Book 

Day.  World Book Day will be held nationally on Thursday 5th March 2026.  The children have 

decided that they would like to dress up as their favourite book character.  Please see the 

relevant section of the newsletter for more information. 

  

Next week is the last week of this half term – school is closed to children from Monday 16th 

February until Tuesday 24th February 2026 as we have a Trust training day on Monday 23rd 

February.   

  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 97%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  



Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 



World Book Day @ Ladywood!  

 



 

Breakfast and After School Clubs  

Breakfast club   

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.   

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app.   

These are free of charge.   

After school club information is as follows:  

• Every Monday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Football/Basketball (KS2, Y3 to Y6)  

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Grassroots Cricket (KS1/KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Benchball / Dodgeball (KS2, Y3 to Y6)  



• Every Thursday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Grassroots Sports Arts and Crafts (KS1/KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

 

Places are limited.   

Awards 

 

 



 

 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been reading the story of 'Bunnies on the Bus'. We have really 

enjoyed joining in with the repeated phrases and looking at the illustrations in the book. In 

Maths, we have been exploring 2D shapes and making our own arrangements with the shapes.  

Next week, we will continue to explore 2D shapes. We will also be exploring floating and sinking 

and what happens with different objects when placed in water. We will also be looking at 

magnets and whether objects are magnetic or not. 



Reception 

We have had a busy week in reception class this week. We started the week by receiving a 

special present which was left in our classroom- a magic paintbrush. We then read the story of 

The Magic Paintbrush and the children took it in turns to talk about what they would paint to 

help other people, in response to the story. The children enjoyed taking turns painting using the 

special paintbrush from the story. We then drew pictures of some of the items that Shen the 

main character from the story painted, to help her friends and neighbours and tried hard to use 

our RWInc skills to write labels for our pictures. 

In our number learning this week, we have been learning about more than and fewer than and 

using this vocabulary when describing groups of objects. We have also started to be able to say 

when groups of objects are equal or not and have been trying hard to explain our reasoning. 

In our wider curriculum, we have been learning about road safety and we have had a special 

visitor in class from Schools Active Travel to help us learn about this very important skill. 

We have lots of school jumpers without names on in our lost property box. Please can you label 

your child's items and check the box for any lost items. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

Mrs Hopson and the EYFS Team. 

Year 1 

We have had a fantastic week in Year 1, with lots of exciting learning taking place across the 

curriculum. 

English 

This week, the children have been exploring the story "Billy and the Beast". They have been 

retelling the story using pictures and key vocabulary - and thinking carefully about the 

characters and events. The children have loved bringing the story to life and are becoming more 

confident storytellers. 

Mathematics 

In maths, we have been learning about doubling and halving. The children used practical 

equipment, pictures, and number sentences to help them understand how numbers can be 

doubled and shared into equal halves. It’s been great to see them explaining their thinking and 

spotting patterns. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Computing 

Year 1 also enjoyed learning how to programme the Bee-Bots. The children practised giving 

clear instructions and sequencing commands to make the Bee-Bots move. This helped develop 

their problem-solving skills and introduced them to the basics of coding in a fun, hands-on way. 

Have a lovely weekend all,  

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan  

Year 2 

Year 2 have had another busy and successful week of learning, and we are very proud of the 

effort and positive attitudes the children have shown across all subjects. Their confidence 

continues to grow and they are working hard to apply their skills independently. 

In Reading, we have been writing about teeth using all the knowledge and facts we have gained 

from our module. The children have worked carefully to include key vocabulary and important 

information, showing a strong understanding of the topic. 

In Writing, we continued following Paddington’s adventures in the restaurant. The children 

focused on using conjunctions to join and expand their sentences, helping them to add more 

detail and improve the flow of their ideas. 

In Maths, we have been using manipulatives and practical resources to help us subtract by 

bridging 10. This hands-on approach has supported the children in understanding the process 

and explaining their methods clearly. 

In Science, we learned what makes something living using the MRS GREN acronym (Movement, 

Respiration, Sensitivity, Growth, Reproduction, Excretion and Nutrition) and began exploring 

animals and their habitats. 

In RE, the children completed their assessments on The Epiphany and Ramadan. In PD, we 

discussed the importance of stranger danger and how to stay safe by making sensible choices 

and seeking help from trusted adults. 

Next week, we will begin our new PD module, The Class Trip, where we will learn about honesty 

and truthfulness. In Writing, we will combine all our taught skills — questions, exclamations and 

conjunctions — to write about Paddington’s journey from Peru. In PE, we will practise multi-

skills in preparation for upcoming competitions. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/


Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have continued to practise how to use speech marks correctly in our 

writing and we have also had a go at using prepositions too.  

In maths, we have learned about triangles and quadrilaterals and their properties.  

In geography this week we have learned how to use four-figure grid references and in P.E. we 

have practised our dance and basketball skills.  

We enjoyed learning about the Sydney Opera House in our art session this week and we 

explored collage when we recreated the building ourselves with different shapes.   

We have continued singing ‘Three Little birds’ by Bob Marley in our music session and we 

practised naming different animals in French.  

In PD we watched several videos about everyday scenarios and how we could solve problems 

when they occur in real life.    

Have a lovely weekend everyone,  

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have been memorising our 7 times tables in maths. Next week we will 

continue with this and then we will look at the squared numbers.  

In English we have been looking at a scene from Jumanji and explored noun phrases. We have 

discussed how the scene changes after rolling the dice. Next week we will be considering the 

characters thoughts and feeling and describing the setting.  

In the wider curriculum, we have found out about at Elizabeth and her courtiers as well as the 

journey of the courtier Sir Francis Drake.  

In science, we have started our unit of sounds by learning about vibrations.  

In RE, we have been studying Buddhism and how the religion began.  

In PE, we have learnt how to dribble in Basketball.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


Year 5 

In English, we continued our work on figurative language by looking at examples of symbolism, 

hyperbole, alliteration, personification and onomatopoeia. We looked at how Robert Swindells 

used some of these to describe Fliss’s nightmare and how they are used sparingly throughout a 

text. Next, we chose a scene from the nightmare and used figurative language to describe it. We 

will plan and write our own tense nightmare sequence next week. 

In Maths, we continued our work on negative numbers by identifying and placing negative 

numbers on a number line. We also explored sets of negative and positive numbers in a range 

of contexts. Next week, we will learn how negative numbers are used on a coordinate grid. 

In topic, we continued our work on Vikings and created maps to show where the Vikings came 

from and where they settled. We also looked carefully at the key vocabulary linked to ‘invade’ 

and ‘settle’ so that we could have a better understanding of the Vikings. Next week, we will 

write newspaper reports about the famous attack on Lindisfarne in 793AD. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had a busy and focused week, showing fantastic resilience and determination as 

they completed a range of mock SATs assessments alongside their usual learning. At the start of 

the week, the children revised key skills before completing a mock SATs SPaG paper, followed by 

a reading paper later in the week. They also tackled several maths papers, approaching each 

one with maturity and a positive attitude. We are very proud of the effort they put into these 

challenges. 

In Maths lessons, the children continued developing their division skills, learning how to divide 

by a two-digit divisor and express remainders as both fractions and decimals. This helped 

deepen their understanding of number relationships and problem-solving strategies. 

In English, the children explored how characters’ emotions change during moments of 

disruption, creating emotion graphs to track feelings across a story. They also used a Role on the 

Wall activity to examine characters’ thoughts, feelings and motivations in more depth, which 

supported their understanding of character development. 

Our Design and Technology sessions were very hands-on this week as the children built their 

own mechanisms, testing and evaluating how well they worked. This practical work helped 

them apply their learning about movement and design in an exciting way. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


In Personal Development, we discussed the importance of personal boundaries, privacy and 

consent, with thoughtful contributions from the children showing great maturity. We also 

continued our learning in French, RE, Music, and PE, keeping our week varied and active. 

It has been a challenging but rewarding week, and Year 6 should be extremely proud of their 

effort and progress — well done! 

 

1 - Year 6 Booster sessions 

Please find a timetable of booster sessions with the time they take place. Please take note that Thursday’s booster session has 
now changed to Monday. We highly encourage all year 6 children to try and attend as much as possible to support their learning. 

If you have any questions about your child attending booster sessions, please speak to Mrs Bradbury. 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


 

2 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

11/02/2026  - Young Voices  

13/02/2026  - Last day of term  

23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

24/02/2026  - School reopens   

05/03/2026  - World Book Day  

13/03/2026 9.00am  - Toilet Training Coffee Morning  

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  



24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 

 

 



Community Notice Board  
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