
 

 

 Ladywood Weekly News   
Issue 21 

Friday 13th February 2026 

 



Dear parent / carer,  

 

Next week is half term; have a lovely break and please remember Monday 23rd February is an 

INSET day, school is therefore closed to children.  

In Spring Term 2 we have some exciting events the first being World Book Day on the 5th March. 

Children can dress up as a book character for this event.  

As 2026 is the year of reading, we will also be completing various activities in and out of school 

to promote reading for our children throughout the year. This half term, children are challenged 

to read bedtime stories and we would love to see this in action by children sending in/bringing 

in photographs of this happening at home. A small caption to explain each photograph would 

be even better! These photographs will be added to a very special display dedicated to the year 

of reading in our school hall and the photograph that catches our eye the most will receive a 

prize! Happy Reading!  

  

Have a lovely weekend.  

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs CL Grainger-Roystone 

Headteacher 

Attendance 

Our attendance target is 96%. Each week the class with the highest attendance receives an 

award and £5 credit towards an end of year treat. Last week, Y3 achieved the highest 

attendance of 99%. WELL DONE! 

Lates  

Polite reminder that if your child/ren arrive between 8.55am and 9.15am they will receive a late 

mark (L) code. If your child/ren arrive after 9.15am they will receive a (U) code which is also an 

unauthorised late mark and could lead to a fixed penalty. Absences, whether authorised or 

unauthorised will bring your child/ren's attendance down.  

Illnesses  

It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup 

when they're unwell. Please see illnesses information below.  



Polite reminder that if your child/ren are unwell, please ensure contact is made to the office, via 

the app or leaving a voicemail on 01226 711488. Please ensure a reason for absence is provided 

daily.  

Appointments in school time 

Polite reminder that medical/dental appointments need to be arranged outside of school hours, 

on occasions this may be unavoidable, please always ensure appointment confirmation 

cards/letters are provided to the school office at the earliest opportunity so these can be added 

to your child/ren's record.  

Home visits  

Home visits will be carried out to check on the well-being of children who are absent from 

school. These visits will take place in cases where no contact can be made to establish reason 

for absence and on day 3 of absence in all cases, and will continue if absence persists. In some 

cases, dependent on the circumstances surrounding pupil absence, we may make a home visit 

sooner. If deemed appropriate, the Education Welfare Officer may make the home visit.  

Leave of Absences  

Penalty Notices are requested from schools and issued by the Local Authority to the 

parents/carers of statutory school age children, and can be issued per parent, per child. For 

example: 3 siblings absent for leave of absence in term time could result in each parent/ carer 

receiving 3 separate fines at the below rates.  

• First offence - The first time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount will be: £80 per 

parent, per child paid within 21 days. This fine increases to £160 per parent, per child if 

paid after day 21, until day 28.  

• Second Offence (within 3 years) - the second time a Penalty Notice is issued the amount 

will be £160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days. 

• Third Offence and Any Further Offences (within 3 years) - the third time an offence is 

committed a Penalty Notice will not be issued, and the case may be presented straight 

to the Magistrates’ Court under s.444 of the Education Act (1996) or other legal 

interventions considered. The Magistrates’ Court can order fines up to £2500 per parent, 

per child. 

Failure to pay a Penalty Notice will render you liable to criminal proceedings in the 

Magistrates Court under Section 444 of the Education Act 1996. 



 

 

 



World Book Day @ Ladywood!  

 



 

Breakfast and After School Clubs  

Breakfast club   

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.00am and the cost of this is £2.50 per session. Sessions 

can be booked via the school gateway app.   

 

After School Clubs  

After school clubs available for next term are now live for booking on the school gateway app.   

These are free of charge.   

After school club information is as follows:  

• Every Monday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Football/Basketball (KS2, Y3 to Y6)  

• Every Tuesday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Grassroots Cricket (KS1/KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

• Every Wednesday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Benchball / Dodgeball (KS2, Y3 to Y6)  



• Every Thursday 3.15pm - 4.15pm Grassroots Sports Arts and Crafts (KS1/KS2, Y1 to Y6) 

 

Places are limited.   

Awards 

 

 



 

 

Nursery 

This week in Nursery, we have been exploring 'floating and sinking' by placing different objects 

in water to see what happens to them. We have tried to use simple sentences to describe what 

we have observed. In Maths, we have been exploring 2D shapes. 

After the holidays, we will be looking at the celebration of 'Chinese New Year'. We will be talking 

about the story of the 'Great Race' and how Chinese New Year is celebrated. We will also be 

creating artwork of our own Zodiac animal.  



Reception 

This week in literacy, we have continued to read the story of the "Magic Paintbrush". We have 

talked about the different characters in the story focussing on Shen and the Dragon. We are 

now describing the dragon using pictures, words and sentences. We have been using our RWI 

skills to hear the initial sounds and write words. After the holidays, we will read another story 

set in China called, "The Great Race" as we learn about Chinese Lunar New Year. 

In number learning, we have been using our learning about more than, fewer than and equal to, 

to describe amounts of objects and have applied this knowledge to our new learning on 

comparing amounts through weight. We have used the balance scales to compare amounts of 

cubes to see which is heavier, lighter or equal/ the same in weight. 

In our wider curriculum learning, we have been exploring objects that sink and float and have 

made predictions before testing each object in the water. We then made a tinfoil boat to see if 

we could sail it in the water tray. 

Have a lovely half term break- Mrs Hopson and the EYFS Team! 

Year 1 

We’re at the end of another half term! Year One have made so much progress in the last six 

weeks! The children have been working really hard in lots of areas of the curriculum. 

In English this week, we wrote a retell of the story "Billy and The Beast". The children have been 

spelling suffix words with -ed and learning to independently check their sentences for capital 

letters and full stops. 

In Maths, we have explored our teen numbers. The children have been learning to find the tens 

and ones in a 2-digit number. We have estimated where numbers go on a number line and know 

that teen numbers come between 10 and 20. 

In Computing, we have all enjoyed programming the Bee-Bots. Year One have learned how to 

give directions and sequences these into the Bee-Bot to help it get back to it’s starting place. 

After half term children will move to their new Read Write Inc groups, please ensure children 

are practising reading their coloured Read Write Inc book at home, we take great pride in our 

reading in school!  

Well done Year One, you have worked so hard this half term. We are very proud of you! Have a 

lovely week off and we will see you on Tuesday 24th February! 

Miss Adams and Miss Morgan   

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y1-proud-peacocks/


Year 2 

Year 2 have had another positive and productive week, with the children showing excellent 

learning behaviours and growing confidence across their lessons. We are proud of how 

thoughtfully they are contributing and supporting one another. 

In Reading, we began our new text, "The Class Trip", with a focus on honesty and owning up 

when we make mistakes. The children explored key vocabulary and practised retrieving 

information quickly and accurately from the text. They are developing stronger comprehension 

skills and becoming more confident at locating evidence to support their answers. 

In Writing, we followed Paddington’s journey from Peru, including his treacherous boat ride. 

The children combined all of their newly learned skills to strengthen their sentences, including 

using conjunctions, questions, exclamations and exclamatory questions. It has been wonderful 

to see them applying this toolkit independently. 

In Maths, we have continued subtracting by bridging 10 using part–whole models and ten 

frames. We have also introduced missing number problems, encouraging the children to explain 

their reasoning and check their answers carefully. 

In PD, we have been learning about kindness, sharing, respect and resilience. We also explored 

how we are similar and different from one another, celebrating differences and recognising how 

they make our community special and strong. 

Year 3 

This week in literacy, we have written a first-person recount. We have written from the giant’s 

perspective when he sees the beanstalk and meets Jack.   

In maths, we have learned how to add two and three-digit numbers by partitioning. We have 

used maths dienes equipment to help us with this.  

In geography this week, we have labelled the different points on a compass and we have played 

dodgeball and basketball in maths.  

We enjoyed designing our own youth centre in art this week and we have continued to practise 

the “Three Little Birds” song by Bob Marley in music.   

In science we have learned all about seed dispersal and in French we have practised saying and 

writing animals, colours and numbers.  

In R.E. we have continued to study the Easter story, focusing on the part where Jesus is arrested.  

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/year-2-determined-ducks/
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y3-clever-cranes/


Have a lovely half-term break  everyone. 

Mrs Lassu, Mrs Salter and Miss Longbottom   

Year 4 

This week in year 4 we have been learning about how Sir Francis Drake circumnavigated the 

world and how Walter Raleigh tried and failed to Colonise the lands in America which he was 

the first explorer to discover in History. In English, we have been looking at noun phrases and 

different sentence types while using the video of Jumanji. After the holidays we will retell the 

story we have seen and then write our own version of the scene.  

In maths we have learnt the rules for multiplication and odds and evens and how square 

numbers are found. In PE, we have continued to practise dribbling and passing skills in 

Basketball. Hopefully after the holidays the weather will pick up and we can do some proper 

shooting in the MUGA. In French, we have been drawing alien faces and describing how many 

of a body part they have.  In RE,  we have continued our unit of Buddhism with Mrs Dean.  In 

science we have continued to explore at how we hear sounds.  

After the holidays the first Monday is an INSET day but after that, we will be attending the 

Metrodome for our unit of swimming every Monday. A reminder will be given closer to the time 

but the break is a good opportunity to check swimming shorts/ costumes fit ready for these 

sessions. 

Have a great break and we look forward to everyone returning for more exciting learning in 

spring two. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y4-super-snowy-owls/


 

1 - Swimming for Y4 children starts on Monday 2nd March 2026, timetable is attached. Please ensure your child/ren bring their 
swimming bag, costume and towel every Monday.  

Year 5 

In English this week, we planned our own tense nightmare sequences and began to write our 

first drafts. We used the same sequence as in Fliss’s dream and included some of the key 

features covered in this unit. We included short sentences to build suspense, and figurative 

language through personification, similes, metaphors and onomatopoeia. Next, we will edit and 

publish our work. 

In Maths, we completed our topic on negative numbers by using negative numbers on a 

coordinate grid. We plotted coordinates in all four quadrants and could identify missing 

coordinates. We then used positive and negative numbers to interpret graphs and linked this to 

real life by looking at money and how there can be a positive or negative change in a bank 

account. 

In topic, we continued our work on the Vikings by looking in more detail at the raid on 

Lindisfarne and how the Vikings were able to attack and raid the island successfully. Next, we 

identified the key features of Viking longships and discovered how talented the Vikings were at 

building them. 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y5-marvellous-macaws/


We hope you all have a lovely half term break and want to thank you for your continued 

support. 

Year 6 

Year 6 have had another busy and creative week, filled with imaginative writing and thoughtful 

problem-solving. 

In English, we have continued developing our narrative writing skills. The children practised 

describing characters through action, dialogue and reaction using the “show not tell” technique, 

before learning how to integrate dialogue to build tension and move the story forward. We also 

explored how writers use flashbacks to reveal new worlds, leading to the children planning and 

writing their own narratives that transport the reader to a different setting. To conclude the 

week, pupils focused on editing and improving their work, demonstrating great pride and 

attention to detail. 

In Maths, the children deepened their understanding of the order of operations, explaining 

which steps to complete first when solving multi-step problems involving multiplication, division, 

addition and subtraction. They also explored how the distributive law can be used to solve both 

multiplication and division calculations more efficiently. The children showed excellent 

reasoning skills when justifying their methods. 

Alongside this, Year 6 completed arithmetic practice, spelling activities and Whole Class Reading 

sessions. In Music, we continued learning A New Year Carol, while French lessons helped build 

speaking confidence. The children also enjoyed PE and took part in an online safety workshop 

with the South Yorkshire Police, reinforcing important knowledge about staying safe online . 

It has been a fantastic week of creativity, resilience and enthusiasm — well done Year 6, have a 

great half term and stay safe! 

 

2 - Year 6 Booster sessions 

https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/y6-fabulous-falcons/


Please find a timetable of booster sessions with the time they take place. Please take note that Thursday’s booster session has 
now changed to Monday. We highly encourage all year 6 children to try and attend as much as possible to support their learning. 

If you have any questions about your child attending booster sessions, please speak to Mrs Bradbury. 

Useful contacts: 

School Office Telephone: (01226) 711488 

School Office Email: LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk 

School website: www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk 

School X/Twitter: @SchoolLadywood  

 

3 - Term dates September 2025  - July 2026 

Inset Days  

Monday 23rd February 2026 

Friday 22nd May 2026 

Monday 20th July 2026 

Useful dates  

13/02/2026  - Last day of term  

mailto:LadywoodPrimary@ecmtrust.co.uk
https://www.ladywoodprimary.co.uk/


23/02/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

24/02/2026  - School reopens   

05/03/2026  - World Book Day  

13/03/2026 9.00am  - Toilet Training Coffee Morning  

22/05/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

08/06/2026  - Y6 Bikeability (further information will follow at a later date)  

24/06/2026  - Y5 Music Festival Metrodome  

20/07/2026  - Inset Day (school closed to children) 

Barnsley Schools Catering  

 

 



 

Community Notice Board  
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